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wwrnrntmrf^m m Miaii In.a-i^ nf bttaf .ptacl ica II v s»'lf iiuido. it is some- 
tiaiM argued that he inaken a mighty poor j<»b of it. Whother the 
argunent in of Chriitian origin, or othtTwise, as a sort of an answer 
to not being Cod-made, ia of little nioimnt. for in the case (A our 
I»r.'srnt snl.jfct, John K. Charlesworth, the Blade's present editor, al- 
in.'M liis eiitirr t'.luciitioii and lrainin«r for the work in whidi he !• 
so adniiralilv fitted was a<'(|uire»l hy his own effort. 

John Rollingi Charlesworth was born in the parish of CrIppleKat(»» 
in the cftv of Tiondon, England, on the 27th day of April, 1864. His 
father wa's a .lesrendant of the oM French stock which settled in the 
fell, nf Ijiicon-hire at the time of the revolution while his mother 
came from an ohl KnirIi^h family, hia maternal grandfather being 
during the latter vears ,t>f his life, a serL'eaiit major in the I^ondon 
Metropolitan pdiee'foree and was crushed to «h:»th in the performance 
of hi^ diitv l»v l»oinjr jrround lietween a brick wall and a heavy vehi- 
cle driven by burglars whom he was trying to capture. At an early 
aipe lie went to NottinL'ham with his parents, and his fsther being a 
huildiiiL' («.ntriietor. the son ha<l to learn the trade of laying bricks. 
Wlien hut sixteen years of a;re his father died, and his mother, be- 
cfjmin" matron of the woman's department in the Vine street Casual 
ward«? f»ff rierkenwell Road* London, he was thrown upon Ws own 
resources. Bv hard labor he managed to provide for himself and a 
younger brother. His education had been completed at 12 years of 
age when he was taken from the puMio sehools and put to work. 

While in NotlinTham. whortlv after his father's death, he became 
a mMBber of th^ Natlonpl Becular Society, attended its weekly meet- 
ilin and listened to several lectures by the late Charles Bradlaugh. 
O. W. Foote. |.n-='' nt < f th- National Secular Society, Mrs. Annie 
Beaaat, Wnlliuc NeNnn. mikI < th tx. Before reaehinj? the ace of twenty 
years he had taken the platform himself and frequently discoursed 
before tlie aodetj. In IMS he came to America, and landing In New 
Y<trk nty. he followed his trade for neariv five years and in 1800 
h«' eonnrieneed leetiirin.' upon the Freethou<rht platform in this counti7. 

Tn 1^00 h" ;><lf'n<hMl the annual roncrress of the American Secular 
I'nion. at Philadeliihia. represent in? Newark. N. J. Liberal League, 
and was nominated for the office of Seerctary. Owing to the fact 
that B WestbrooV. the then president of the Union, desired the 
election of Mi«s Tda B. Cradoek to that offiee. Mr. Charlesworth caused 
hi« Tiame t., l.e withdrawn. At the f(dh»winn OOBgTBM Md jM 1»1. 
nt Portsmonfh. Old... he wa« eleeted to the office of Travelling Rec- 
retarv and or.';ini/er for th.- Seenlnr T^nion. an office especiallv created 
for him it ho^ua the de^ro of the leaders of the Secular T^nion to 
see him at work on the Freethouirht platform. Owing to a disacrree 
ment as to policv Mr. Charlesworth never . aamunad ilie duties of this 
now office and urnm the advice and eneouraffement of the lecturers 
alrei.K in the flfld ho took the platform on hi'* own account. Tn the 
menntWi.e h- h:id lediired in Rosion. New York. Brooklyn. Newark 
and PhJlndelnhia. WT»ile on the platform he lectured from coast to 
coast and was heard Hi nearly all the statea fat the ^^^"["n- the 
sprint? of ^tm he met the notorious Clark Braden In ioint debate for 
six niirhts. in ihe .\nvorv nt Flenttle. WaahhNPtoB, and his signal vicj. 
torv was acknowirui-.-d i.v all w1m> iMafd H. Bradea wai Mwr Maid 
in that nsrt of the country again. , . , ^ a 

Upon retumfalff Eaat In that vear. bemor advised and encouraircd 
hT friends. Mr. Chariesworth ioincd interests with the late /'«muel 
P Futnam and assisted the latter in or'^anizine the Freethouffht Fed- 
eration of America, at Phicapo. Mr. Putnam was electe'l President 
and Mr. Charlesworth was elected Secretary the next yes r l»8, dur- 
Hiff the WorM% Wr. Mr. Charleaworth was made the SmhtHmj of the 



Joint Committee of Arrangements com|M>8ed of representatives of the 
Secular Union and Federation, for the pur4>ose of arranging for the 
International Congress of Freethinkers which constitutes one of the 
notable incidents in connection with Freei bought propaganda. Mr. 
Charlesworth arranged and prepared the entire program which lasted 
for eight days and to hii vntinng efforta tha tneeiw of that Oaagma 
was due. 

Mr. ( 'harlesw(»rth acfjuired his ediieati< n at n'vjhi after his day's 
nmtiiie of hthnr had ceM^ed, lie studied t hi' natural seicru es, a course 
upon which he had entered at the Nottingham University before leav- 
ing England. These studies were eontlnued In AnMrioa. While trav- 
eling and lecturing Mr. Charlesworih procured the elementary text 
books upon law which he studied on the train and upon reaching 
\\'iehita, Kansas, he ohtaint'd |M'rmi«^-ii(>ii to u><(^ the (dliee of -Judge 
Sankey, an eminent lawyer, ajid here he began a ch)9cr study of the 
subjeet. These studies were eoneluded under Messrs Crawford & 
Crawford, at Dallas, Texas, where Mr. Charlesworth was admitted 
to the bar in IRftS and began the practice of his profession.. Tn 1898 
he was admitted to the Supreme Court of Texas, hiter to the United 
States Distriet Court, and ajjain to the Department of the Interior, 
at Washington. >fr. Charlesworth eamo to T^e.xinL'ton in September, 
1000, bcinp employed by the committee defending C. ( . Afoore, the late 
editor, and Tas. K. TIuL'hes, publisher, of the Blade, before Judge Wal- 
ter Evans, in the Federal Court, at Tx>ulsvllle. The cases were de- 
feated on a demurrer and Mr. Charlesworth brought his clients back 
to their homes in triumph. Spending a few days on Quackeracre Farm, 
the home of Editor Moore, he became infatuated with Kentucky and 
settled in I^xington where he embarked Into journalism beooming 
editorial writer on the Lezlagton Momteg l>«noarat. Tw the nest 
eicrht vears he snooessfnllj followed Us mnw j n immk m and hla mb* 
ployers were rthietani to give hfan np when ha tbnllj fia%nad hia poil- 
tion to assmna the duties of editor of tiM Bteda ta Janvaiy of 
this year. 

On the 17t1i day of Deeemher, 18M, he was marrlad to Misa laia 

B. Martin, of Wichita. Kansas, a pronounced and feariess Freethinker. 

His wife becran to help him in his work. TTe was now independent 
of any onjanization. llns>)and and wife appeared tocrether on the 
Freetlioucrht platform in Texas, whore they now made their home. 
As the r>a rental cares developed and issue was born, Mr. Charlesworth 
was eonipelled to give up lecturing in order to more substantially 
provide for his family. It was now that he began the practice of law. 
Afr. ChMHe>^wf»rth was later admitted to the l.exinirton Bar in Kentucky 
and hi'' appeared in a number of important trials with great success. 

Blescc.i with an intelleetual and complete harmony in their home. 
Mr. an<1 Mr-«. Tharlesworth are the happy parents of five children, four 
sons and one dauL'htcr. They are named after Freethought leaders 
and writers, or possess some anti-Christian name. Their names. In 
the chronological order of birth are, Charles Brsdiaugh; Byron Edwin, 
Tsis Linnie. .Tohn R. Charlesworth, Jr., and Kenneth Bruce. Mrs. 
Charlesworth still takes pleasure and delight in assisting her husband 
In his work and not a few of the timely thoughts suggested in the 
eolnmns of the Blada amaaata from tor. 

Many Freethinkers, who knew MNr. Oharlesworth during his active 
labors on the lecture platform, have written welcoming words upon 
his return to advocate the eaus4v Favored with exceptionally good 
health, a rugged constitution, and being still a young man. In the 
lirina of hfa Wb. H topad ttot to ma j to anablid to davoU tto 
tolanea of hii Hfa fo tto fMMhought propaganda. 
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The Man Alter Gods Own Heart 



Catiitic Critidim of a Famotti Bible Hero to 
HUch AttinUos of tkt PtpoPt Btviitoa* 
icti ia CalM. 

(By JboopMM K. Boary.) 

Tlu' world claims to be wi'.or than ever 
l)('f«tr«'. s(» tlu« Popr's Mil>h' n'\ i-ionists must 
l)« the wiMOst men of the or they 

would not bo diooen to intor|)rt>t. correct, 
revise or ro-odlt God's Bbok, his mcHHage 
to the human race. Perhaps the Pope doe ins 
a new version of Holy Writ is necessary to 
the stability of his heirarchy. John 8 32. 
records Jesus as saying, "And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
As a revialoa of the Bible ia ordered by the 
'*Viear of CMH" H mobw ilio eleigy aro 
dissatisfied with "the truth as It Is in Christ 
Jesus." 

Tlic frcpcUm^ it has brouplit the laiety. 
is the alternative of accept inir Biltle truth 
as ofTered by the dergy, or the I(>ss of a 
pass|N)rt into the new Jerusalen: the denial 
of the right to reason, or demand explana- 
tions of the absurditiea and impossibilities 
offered to them as tnith. from an infallible 
Bible. The very fact that the Popi' of Rome 
has ordered a revision of the Pible shatters 
the corner stones of Roman Catholicism, an 
Infallible Bible, and an InfalUblo Fvpo. 

Tt really seems that the laity \rho taeri« 
flee so much vitality and treasure in tithes, 
Peter's pence, pun'hase of indul<jences. as- 
sessments, payments for confession, masses 
for the souls of the dead, marriages, baptisms, 
oonfirmations, and funerals, should have re- 
imbursement of the vast sums they have 
expended as the spiritual goods oold to them 
were not genuine. 

us hope that the Pope's revisionists 
will h:»ve a Pestitutjon rommittee of exiwrt 
mathematicians, who will repay back to the 
faithful what they have paid for spurious 
goods. 1st The Thesalonlans 4-« says "Let no 
man go beyond and dofraud his brother in 
any matter; because that tho Lord il the 
avent'er of all such." 

Perhaps the Pope has been poaderinir this 
passage of scripture, and the oOBdltlona hi 
France, Spain. Italy, Germany, and in fMt 
the whole religions world, have made the re* 
vision of the Bible a necessity. 

To crot at the root of the Bible truth and 
tenchint', the revisionists should have before 
him the 29 Books that Jehovah (luoted 
from whoB he was writing the Bible, and 
which he quotes or refers to times in the 
old Testament. The titles of these Books 
will be furnished on application. These 
works must all have been inspired, or the 
Divine Author would not have ouoted them 
The worid would read these books today 
with abeoiMng interest, and the Pope should 
hav# modem edItioM of thorn printed and 
allow the laity to read them. Surely there 
would be no taint of modernism in books 
that were written l>efore CSod created the 
worM. and quoted by Cml after he created 
the world out of nothing, and as soon as 
He got chaos straightened out enough to 
fottle Himeelf down to literary work to pre- 
pMit Bit minji to HU MOnm. Tho ft- 



visionists should settle once for all the oon- 
tontiona between the Jews and Chriatkaa. 
The Jews claim that at the same time Je- 
hovah wrote the ten cnmniandnu'nts amid the 
thunders of Sinai. He aNo wrote the 'Tar- 
gums of Onkclos and .lohnatlian" and the 
Christians say He did n<»t write the Tar- 
gunis. It is painfully true that both Chris, 
tians and Jews of today expend their tim* 
and energy in the capturing of the "Almighty 
Dollar" and give little heed to the writin;;s 
and commands of Almighty Cod. but this is 
a momentous question and should oe settled 
to help on the salvation of the race. 

Let the revisloniata determine onee for all 
if to obtain salvation men and women must 
pattern their lives after the Bible mon and 
women wh'>s(> characters are depletod ia tho 

p:i!.'»'s of Cod's Book. 

Now there is the magestic fi'jure of Kinir 
Davi«l who rises like a Norway pine in a 
forest of scrub cedars. David the reputed 
ancestor of the Savior, the Son of God, David 
who wrote the Psalms, especially Psalm CTX, 
the Psalm of cursing, that is encMicrh to 
fri'jhten the wits out of the human rice. 
David the father of the festive Solr.mon the 
wisest man of all aires. David a cunninii 
player on the harp (I S\m'l 20 16). David 
the* shepherd lad who slew T.oliath. the Phil- 
istine, with a st<me. 1 Sam'l 17 51 say: 
"Therefore David ran and stood on the Phil- 
istine, and took his sword, and drew it out 
of the sheath thereof, and slew him. and cut 
off his head therewith" and David went he- 
fore Saul with tho head of the Philistine 
in his hand **Saul demanded to know whose 
sou David was" and David answered. I am 
the s()n o f thv servant Jess«. the Bothlehemite. 

The most impressive thing of my Sunday 
school education was about Kinir David. T 
r»sked my teacher, a prominent lawyer of 
Newport. Kv.. who was David's mother. 
th\t his father's name was Jesse. He replied 
to me in these words: "My child If King 
Kin" David's father's U'lme was Jesso. his 
m(»ther's naiiio should liave been ^^rs. .T.>sso." 
But the Bible docs not sav an>'thin(j about 
her. T wondered then, and I wonder now, 
if this Bible truth will heln me eain a harp, 
a hOo. and a pair of frolden slippers in the 
New Jcnisilcm. In viewMie the character of 
D-ivJd it sliou'd be romembered that he is the 
great L'rand«on of Buth and Boar, and his 
rrandna. Obed. nursed bv Naomi. (See 

the 4th chanter of Buth). With such a mr. nd- 
mother as Buth under the tntilase of Naomi 
much allowance should be made for the sharp 
anL'les flaw- and blem?sh<'« on David's char- 
acter, for no man in hisforv has n more sbadv 
sensual, vile, and tricky ancestry. Naomi and 
Ruth were sensual, deep, deslgnmg. wire pul- 
ling, domestic diplomats, with experience In 
the a ri of trapping husbands. Thev spread the 
net to entrap Boaz and the old simpleton, 
under the influence of woman and wine, fell 
Into it. Poor old Boar,! When Naomi had 
one eye on him. and Rvth had tw©, how 
could he escape? 

History proves that David Inherited many 
of his tricks and propensities. His grandpa, 
BoaJ! was the best of the btinch. an«l that 
is not saying much for him. Tf my name 
were Naomi or Ruth I would apply to the 
tofMatiiM at QMt ta havt tt ehaagod. Tht 



idea of parents af dieting their daughters with 
the names of these vile women. King David 
was up to as many tricks as his grandma Ruth 

1 Samuel 21 IH says, "And he (David) changed 
lii- l.eli:i\ior before thtin. and feigm'd himself 
nmd in their hands, and let his spittle fall 
down upon his beard." 

A bounden duty of the BiM,- revisionists 
is to show how the Psalms attributed to 
Djivid lia\.' li<-l(H'd to lit th.' Innnan race for 
the joys f»f a heavenlv home. The whole 
burden of the soaga of this Sweet Slager of 
Israel Is 

*I don't care what liapp.'iis s(. it don't 
h:ipp<'n to m<'." 

David had so many eueuiies he knew he 
omild not conouer them himself, so ht- adopted 
hfs grandma Ruth's tactics. He lluttered, de- 
ceived, eajoir,!. and entreated the I,<.rd to 
he.p him .ni>li and slay his enemies. David 
was on the war path all the time, except 
when he was in c».nference with God, or pay- 
ing his attentions to the ladies, and enticing 
other men's wives from them. Here are a 
few notes from the harp of the '*8weet Sin- 
ger of Israel." 

IN. 7. "I hou shalt break them with a 

rod ot mm: thou shalt dash them to pieces 
like a potter'^ \»s.sel." 

I's. IS 40. ' Thou hast aUo -iven nu' tho 
necks ot mine enemies, that I might destroy 
them that ha*e me." 

Ps. 141-10. "Let the wicked fall into 
^their own net, whilst that I withal eeeape." 

Pe. 88-10. "But mine enemies aio lively 
and they are strong." 

Ps. .^5. 'Tle-ad my cans,. O. I.,,rd: tight 
aL'i'inst them that Ii;-ht a;:aiii-i me." 

Hie TSth Psalm and Ps. lOU the Psalm of 
( ursing are full of nidlngs of great Joy" and 
consolation to the earnest seeker after sal- 
vation. I)a\id si-rmed to Ih' a King who 
truly niird by dixiiie rlLrht f..r 1 Samu.'l tells 
us "that the I>.rd himself rho^e him fnuu 
among the s(»ns ol Jesse to rule Israel in 
Sauls place" for "the l.«.rd repented that he 
had made Saul King ov»»r Israel." Now he 
(David) was ruddy and withal a beautiful 
countenance, and goo<lly to look to." As 
David was a favorite of the Lords, a war- 
rior who wnr,. military trappin-s. and a king 
of beautiful countenance, is it any wonder 
he was a favorite with the fair sex? A hand- 
s«Miie King in military uniform could have 
his choice and pick from the garden of girls. 
It is so today, nothing likr positi.^n and si.]- 
dier chithes. to capture the women, and l)a\ iil 
did more than his duty in this iine. 

The estimate in which the warlike David 
was held by the women is shown in Ist 
Sami 18-6-7. "The women eame out of all 
the cities of Israel singing and dancing, and 
saying Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
Djivid his tell thousands." 

There is such a hue and cry today among 
the faithful on the question of "Marriage 
and Divorce" it is the bounden duty of the 
Pope's Bibh< revisionists to make it clear 
to the Christians whether 'Ikvid the man af- 
ter OoiPft own heart" Is a perfect model for 
them to follow along these lifies. We are 
told that ".Ml scripture is <_'i\«'n by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine 
aad for tawtraolta ia rifhUoaMwia.'* tad 
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Timothy 8-16. David wm God's prinM f«y- 

orite "the man after God's own heart" and 
(Jo<l cvoii nia(l«' id tho |»r<)<;pnit()r of tho 
Savior of the world, "(iod's beloved son in 
whom He was well pleased." How Jesus 
Bprung from th« •*House of DaTid" it not 
eaHily explained. Joseph the husband of the 
Virpin Mary is recorded in Luke 1-27 as 
••Joseph of thr house of David." The Holy 
Ghost is recorded as the father of Jesus. 
Tha only ofllee performed by Joseph in i)er- 
footing the scheme of salvation was to dream 
that his wife Mary would bear a son by the 
Holy (ihnst. l.ukr 1 .'i') "And also that holy 
thing, which shall be iM.rn of thee (Mary) 
shall be called the son of (Jod." Luke l-«9 
•*And hath niisetl up a horn of salvation for 
us in the house of his servant David" Jos- 
eph was merely the deposed or side-tiaflked 
step father of Jesus, and it is up to the 
Bible revisionists to trace His ancestry to 
David. Figuring on the Trinity and tnirt 
ing the genealogy of Jesus to David, are two 
problama that alMNild be settled once and 
for all by the re\'l«lonlsts. 

Kinir Din id's military an«l matrimonial en- 
tan'.'linu: :il!i:ni(r- wnc nunHTous and uni<|uc. 
Kina Saul in I Samuel IH 17 offered David 
his daughter Merah for a wife, if only David 
would fight the T/)rd*s battles for Saul, and 
David in order *<» become the King's son-m 
law -aid h- w..nM accept her. but Merah re- 
jected David and t<»ok Adriel instead. Then 
(Hauls) daughter Miclial for a wife if David 
would ao out and brin;r in poitions (.f one 
hundred nmtilated Philistines, and David put 
on h\> war paint and went out and brought 
in tw(» huuilred David never did anything 
in the stoujrhtn bu-in<->^ by halves when he 
was on the firin.' line It i- rccorde<l in the 
20th verse "And Mielial, Saul's dau«;)iter 
loved David." This is the first oiRcial n n.rd 
we have of a woman loving a man. Since 
Michal's dav there have been others. Saul, 
from the dav David became his son in law, 
•ought to kill David and the Sw.-ct Sin^'cr 
of Israel owes his name and fame to his 
wife MIchal and her brother Jcdinathan. 
Saul pursued David up hill and down dale, 
and l)a\id hid in m»»untains, ejives, and secret 
phuvs to k.H'p Saiil from murderinir him. 
Michal and Johnathan wen- true as -teel to 
David. Once when Saul w«s jr,,in.r to sie/e 
and Slav David in his ImkI "Mielml let David 
down through a window, and MIchal took an 
inui;:e and laid it in the ImmI, and put a pH'ow 
of goats hair for his iK.lster and covered it 
with a cloth." This deception of Michals' 
saved David's life. "And Daviil fled and es- 
caped and earae to Samuel to R**"*!* 
was wrath and sent messengers to take David 
"and the Spirit of (',>»} was up<m the messfii. 
L'ers of Saul, and tliev also iirophesied." Saul 
kept on the war path after David. Saul went 
after DavW himself. "And he went on and 
prophesied before Ramuel in like manner, and 
lav down n: iked all that day. and all that 
niv'ht. Wherefore they say, "Is Raul also 
aiiion^' the prophets?" This method of mak- 
ing: a pn.phet was to say the lea«^1 of it both 
ix'culiar and unconventional. but j>erlia|H 
Saul c(»uld [»rophesy better naked than with 
his cbdhes on. We are told tiM waya of 
rrovi<lence are past fmdintr out. 

The Pope's I^ible revisionists miffht try 
Saul's method. If it would help prf.jdiesy. it 
should help the revision of prophesy. Now 
this Mkshal the dMgktOT of Saul, who wrna 
David's first wife, is, with no exoeptlon, the 
most wonderful woman In sacred or any 
other kind of history. This Michal should bo 
canonized aboira all prophets, priests and 
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Fear Dtbatea lUnkiBd and Inturat Obedienct 
U IstktfUf. 

(lU- Channinj,' Scvcrante.) 

(Jenuine religion which is belief and worship 
applied to a phantom god, is the rankest kind 
of .-superstition, and it is kept alive and per- 
petuated because of its power to subjugate 
and control the masses through fear; the most 
pot<>nt inlluence ever applied to ignorant 
minds. Fi'ar debases and insures obedienoa 
to authority, making men the slaves of 
priestcraft and tyrannical governments. 

All governments favor religion; and the 
reason is found In the fact that minds satu- 
rated \nth it, are more easily c(»ntrolled and 
have ;:i cater resp«'cl for "atithority," than 
those minds which reject it. Keligious people 
are r-jt radical thinkers, for believing in God, 
and holding fast to the idea that the affairs 
of thi-' wnrld arc under his contnd. a spirit 
of re>.i;jii;i t inii aiiitiiatcM tliciii ami |»re\ent» 
any serious disturl»ance of society, no matter 
how rotten and corrupt things become. When 
religious people get restless an<l discontented 
becau'ie of oppression and injustice, they are 
(|uicted by la inj; l<dd. that "(Jod's ways are 
not our ways," and there is a purpose in 
their afflictions, which, while not now under- 
stood, will Ih» made perfectly clear in the 
world to come. They are also led to lielievo 
that "whom f'.od loveth he cbasteneth," and 
that the greater one's sufferinirs here, from 
anv cause, the more certain will be their 
IdisH and felldty in the life without end. 
Such people are not apt to do much think- 
in J. or kicking about governments and the 
way those In authority conduct themselves; 
for re;raidinj: this life as a temporary affair 
and ^omethin^' liable to be ciidid iiim x [mcI idly 
anv day, they concern tliemselM ^ more ab<»ut 
the next world tluMi this one. 

Because Paul told them in his day to be 
obedient t»t authority, the chumps still think 
Ilic\ iiiu-t be. and so when radical reforms 
are slartetl the unbeliever and the Freethinker 
is the man that does the business. Heli^non is 
a soporific to the mind an<l a sure preventa- 
tive of rational thinkinu. It is therefore the 
worst thiiijr that can afflict mortal man. for 
that which prevents rational th«)iiuht and 
keeps the mind dormant, in<*ures a host of 
evils that could be avoided; and fills hi> life 
with groundless fears that generate misery 
without limit. A man's thinker waa made to 
use, and those who do not exercise It without 
restraint or fear, are losin</ the most satis 
factory blessing' and privil.;.'c Nature has 
given to man. The power and the pleasure 
contained In mental aetkm; in the exercise of 
the mind In perfect freedom on all questions 
and <ubice|s, ^nvcs to mankifid the hi«rhest 
kind of liappin<'«^s : and thi~ facult y. t<» think 
and to reason, which elevates him alsAe 
brutes, cen and will, if not restrained by re- 
ligion anl superstition, raise the race to 
heijihts ni'ver yet attained. Btit while re- 
lijrion contmues to nmddh' the brains of any 
portion of the race, that portion will be kept 
back and down. The most religious nation on 
the globe is probably Rtissia, and she is the 
most backward and undeveloped. There it is 
a crime to teach the peasants how to read and 
write, for if her vast hordes of human beings 
in a htw sta^'c of developm«'nt jire to be kept 
under the iron heel of depot ism. as they now 
are, religion and ipiorance must nuike it pos- 
sible. The progress of all nations has been 
dependent on getting away from religion mad 



religious influences, and no exception can be 
found in history. 

The Tnited States with all its imperfections 
in p»\ernme?it and tinjust law-*, is the fore- 
mo«,t nation in e\i.^tenc<'. ami there is less 
religion among t^e {teople at large, than can 
be found elsewhere. Oar greatest progreas has 
Wen made in the last sixty years, and we 
have -rrowii itit(dlectually durin«r that time, 
more a- a \\li«>lc pe(»|.|c. ,lian \^•e did from the 
very settlement of the ccuntry by the Puri 
tana. We are forging ahead with rapid 
strides, because religion Is petering out and 
doea not wield the influence it once did on 
society. r»ut it is yet a wide-spread and 
dangerous force, and nnr4 l>e foufjht, to pre- 
vent as far as possible, its evil influence. 

A\'hen a nnui has onc<' jrot rid of his ndigion 
he fe«ds a relief words cannot express, and I 
ne\er knew «>f a case where a former vietln 
of that mind paral.x /in^r suj»erstition known as 
Christianity, ever felt re<;rct at losinfr his 
fjiith in it. TIic w<»rld is hun;«My for new 
ideas, and the stale rot that has been fed 
wo long in the name of Ood and Jeani ia 
turning the stomachs of untold numbers; for 
which let us be truly thankful, and give to 
reason, so long dormant, the eredit. 



JUSTIFIED BY TORTURE. 



Modem Journalism Tries to Pander to Ortho- 
dox Superstition — Called Down. 

(lU Munh y A. Rrigham.) 
From far away Masaaehusetts. eame some 
time ago, the report of a horrible and fatal 
Are. One joui n;<.li<t saw in tlwt fearfttl soffer- 
ing a justiiicaiitiu of €!Mtii§M bollaf. He 
wrote as follows: 

Tkt ▼iniiwtiw •t Chiiitifaitj. 

I nst Sunday fire, fanned by a gale, robbed 

lO.tKK) petiph' of home, in rhelsen, Mass. One 
hundred persons were injtired and half a dozen 
killed. Forty babies were lost in the panic, 
only to be found again, next day. Within 
24 hours 10,000 homeless people were eared for 
and sheltered and fed. The Injured were pro- 
\ ided for in hospitals: the schotds were re 
ni-.ini/ed. Christianity is ju>tified. There 
was mob, little disorder. Out puts of 
practical sympathy poured in from common- 
wealth and nation. This is a Christian nation. 
There is a fhrist ianit y deeper than any seo- 
taiiaii embodiment because the fniition of 
an un<lerlving faith. In real humanity we 
all get under one flag and iuatify one ereed. 

Lew&toH (lie.) Jonnwl. 

Another journalist, at Rumford, taking up 
the argument writes the Blade as followti 

This from A mar thni prinU now and 
then gems of thoogfet fRNB IngWloll Mid olkar 
rationalists. 

It is a vindieation of the Republiean pnrty 
or of rum drinking or of fraa gofmment aa 
nmeh as it is a vindloatioA Of duMnalty. 
Why did not (Uu\ calm Hm wlttd and itop tit 
spread of the Are? • 

BiUa ReriakMi is one of the ttMNigMt nr- 
guments that eould be offered against book 
and it ought to bo eifenlatod rrerywheio. 
Send ton eenta for a aopy or om dollar for 
twohra. 
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The Christian Bible 



CAMt. ol. B^lMtiMi WmuA Vfm Hs Own 
Pagtt Aftir Cmfil lavtutlfttloB. 

(By J. J. GrMougiiK 
The Bftored book of the Christians has been 
(b'eined holy, and a revelation from CJod for 
many centuries by the nations of Europe 
and ^merioa. The foremost in science and 
art. As my father in Hoston an«l Matthew 
Ciirey, in Philadelphia furnished the public 
with all the octavo bibles used in the schools 
and elsewlu re. My father had the territory 
of New England and New York while Mr. 
Carey had the rest of the i nitcd States 
early in the beginning of the la>t century. 
My father's bible was all in old Scotch stand- 
ing type, locked up in iron chases, and weigh- 
ing Home tons. Subsequently my father 
stereotyped the bible, using the metal of the 
stamlmg type. My father was the best 
pnM.f reader I ever knew. TTe read all the 
pio«d> ni the steieot s ping, an.l 1 was calle.i 
on to read the standard bible to him. Jn 
*W« duty I rwul the bible aloud f.»ur times 
through from end to end, consequently I 
was well |K)sted in that literature. 

As luy niin.l was active, and retentive, 
1 felt that 1 had mastered the book. The 
w<»nderfu| contradictory an(| incomprehensi- 
ble passages, not to speak of the vulgar, 
which sometimes made me, a child blush 
Caused nu" to investigate the history of its 
advent. To my surprise I found that the 
nii>st learned had no knowlod||« of the au- 
thors of the Bible, or when it was written. 
1 gradually ascertaine<l that it is probable 
the Old Testament was colatcl and compiled 
by K/ra aiter the return of the Jews from 
Hal.ylon, where they had been held in cap- 
tivity, fnun legends handed down from an- 
tiquity by the Hebrew traditions coupled with 
those of their r.abyl(»Miaii caijdors. to whose 
literature they had free access, and the pen- 
tateeh was largely taken and adapted to the 
Hebrew version. 1 found that ingenious the- 
olog^ns had twisted and transformed the 
most tales of the diety into divine ivNt l.i- 
tions, the most barbanms acts being coupled 
with h(dy teaching showing that the only 
one in which malignity and vengeance was not 
a crime was the Ciod the Hebrews wor- 
shipped. 

As I had been bnmght up in a school of 
equity, and was too indeprndeiif t(» be inllu- 
eiiced by sophitical arMuiiieiit I const rued the 
legends as their plain language indicated. I 
found the God of the Bible to U} quite hu- 
man in his attributes, umiuestionably inhu' 
man fornif a visible entity, talking at one 
time with Mt.ses "face to face as a man 
speaketh unto his friend," and at another 
time, in the same ehapter, v. 18: **And he 
said (to God) I beseech thee show me they 
glory;" v. 20: Cod said. "Thou canst not sec 
my face, for tliri'ie shall no man see me ami 
live." And the Lord said, Behold there is a 
place by me, and thon ahnit stand upon a 
rook; And it shall come to pass while my 
glary passeth by that T will put fhee in a 
cleft (»f the rock, and will eoNcr thee with 
my hand while I pass by, and thou shalt 
see my baek parte: but my face ahall not be 
seen." such is the fripp«ry of the Ood of the 
univ<'rse as delineated in Kxodus. 

|{ol»ert In<:ers(.|i has well said "An honest 
(lod's the mdtlest work of man." but no man 
haa yet achieved it. While there ia mueh 
to depreoate in the legonda of the Old Taato- 
BMBt, tho ChiiatiMM hftTo dmtopad It at oo«- 



taking divine revelation for their divine 
.>avior belicNc'd iL true, liut we will uui an 
uiyze the book lu detail, its uiorai teaviungs 
are not abovo Uo tteaa.ia wlUoli they wora 
written and elenriy alww Uod in liuman 
form, vaaeilatinCi vongelul, repentant, ana 
grosaly partial. 

the Aew 'iestament was composed by au- 
ihoia ut whom no kuowicilge is extant. lUu 
Liu.-^pcis were writteu oy piuseiytes irom tiu 
iliiiuns a hundred or mule years alter tiic 
death oi Jesus, aud show every uuirk ol tiic 
labuious lu iheir oouiposition. lliat accord- 
ing to ilatthew, feiatea, a story oi the mirac- 
ulous conception and birth oi oesus, wUicn la 
closely copied Irom the ancient story ol 
l>u<ldha wriiccu six iiunarcd years beioie 
aud well known at lhat time throughout lUe 
east. The remarkable feature of tlus abnor- 
mal incident was the profound secrecy in 
which it was kept. I he only witLe-..".es being 
uiiKiiown sliej>ards, to wlu.ni it wan revealed, 
aud wlm alter worshipping him vumshed into 
oblivion, and a bevy of wise men from the 
East came with gitta for him and vanished, 
who they were, and where they came Irom 
is not stated. The improbable stuiy of the 
slaughter ol th^ children is clearly taken 
from the atory ot Buddna, no mention of it 
is made in any history of the times, and 
no allusion to it is made by the mother or 
lathi-r of tlesus. Subsequently .soiiie thirty 
years alter the neighbors of the lamily weil 
knew Jesus, his father and mother, brothers 
and sisters, and denied bis divine pretentions 
lo Messiahship. as did all him fomily, with no 
pietcn-.(»n Ol knowledge ol his .lis iue origin; 
about which -Joseph and Mary were e4ualiy 
silent. From the gospels we learn that he 
went up to Jerusaiiem with his followers, some 
live tluai^and, who were with him ou the 
mount, armeii, as we learn from Luke, who 
with shouts of hosannoh, son cd" David, and 
King of the Jews, took possession of the Tem- 
ple and turned out Its occupants; which in 
the eyes of the dews was a sacrilege deserv 
ing death: Afl» r holding the Temple lor some 
days he was driven out, ami went into hid- 
ing where he was apprehended by the treaoh- 
ery of one of his disciples, and as the Jewa 
had no authority to execute him, he was 
turned over to the Roman (:.»veriior, IMlate, 
tried and executed for making himself King 
of the Jews. 

From those incidents, and the story of his 
resurreetioii. was subse<pieiitly built up by 
Paul, a reli-joii that has l.re'n the curse o'f 
Kuro|H', and stultilied the thinking world up 
to the present day. The resurrection myth 
is loundcd on the snailowest foundation eon 
eeivable, as has been set forth in. any vof- 
ume. The «)rigin of supernatural conceptions. 
After his execution it is declared he appeared 
to a woman pritM'lyte, who <lid not know him 
till he declaired himself, and subsetpiently his 
disciples declared they saw him, and that he 
lingered aiouiu. 40 davs, dui ing which t im(> he 
had the carnal propensity to eat. What his lung 
tarrying alter his resurrectiim was for is not 
»'\plai?ie«l. he neither said nor did anything 
to advance his cause, and kept earefullv out 
of sight of all but Ma adherents; he tinally 
ascended up to heaven and disappeared in 
a cloud, thus showing that the writer of the 
■'loiy tliouglit heaven was a permanent 
plae«> ItK'ated above the stable earth, in which 
God resided; all of which modem seienee haa 
annihilated, showing the fabuloua character 
of thi wholo ttofy. 



I'pon this incident of a fraudulent Messiah 
of the Jews, expanded by Paul, and his fol- 
lowers, who wrote a hundred years after the 
death of Jesus into a son of God. The Chris* 

tian worM believes it. while I. who r« 
the estal.li-hr.i i.icts as above stated, 
diate the l lieological portion as table. 



BE INDEPENDENI. 

One of the principal injuncti(.ns of the Chris- 
tian l.il.ie is that to 1h« considen-d a true be- 
liever one must walk humbly bef<»re god. 

This walking humbly is uii>uited to man or 
woman in whom flows tiie blood of independ- 
i»nce. Walking humbly before a non entity, a 
lignient of the imagination, is even worse 
than til I ling j. runt rate before the idoU of 
j>agan worship. Humbleness is ever subservi- 
ent. Mien must and will continue to outgrow 
the narn>w. cramping creeds of orthodox 
faiths. ( reetls are just like men in the strict 
sense that they are born, live an«l die. Creeds 
do not grow becaii-e men grow for as men 
grow the creeds disapi^ar an.l die. For a 
time newer creeds taki' the place of the ol.l. 
The slave is m»t free. if. in striking off his 
chains he permits others to be substituted 
therefor. Every creed kn.»wn to man de- 
m a n ded humility, meekness and siibser\ienco 
to someone in suppos,.,! authority and as a 
rule this was the priest. 

In proportion that man has grown inde- 
pendent and has dared t.» proclaim it, the 
humble walking has disapinarecl. This spirit 
of independence inva«les and pv-rmeates the 
realm of intellect o a greater extent today 
than it has at any previous time in thp 
world's great history. Once the l)eneficient 
rays of independence enters the mind of man, 
whether in politics or sociology, it soon 
reaches out and extends to religion and in 
the process orthodoxy suffers. Just as the 
ereeds demand humbleness so does Free- 
thought inalat upon independenoe. Freethink- 
ers aia aa independent of the foda as they 
are of orthodox baUoroin. Ia It naceaaary for 
a man to be hnmblo in otdar to bo hoiyf Wo 
prefer in d ep widonea wi^h aU the vaholineaa 
that may attaeh to im by raaaoA thanot 
The mind of an hoaaat nun or woman la a 
Uw sttiReiont nnto Haalf end H naada no 
other, roUfioiia or polHtaal. 

When a nan known he beooBMa Independ* 
ant. When a man merely beliavaa ho eontln* 
uea in hnmblaneaa, aoeeptlng hia dtetnma aao* 
ondhanded. Every raform haa bean wosby the 
independent thinkara among man and woomb. 
The fffwitaat dimenHy with the ao-enUad 
Chriatfan fafommra ia that thaj inilit upon 
fafonning other paopio but maho wo affofi 
to reform thenaalTea. Mora mei 
for uaeftti worh, by theolofleal 
are helped by them. It la not pooaibia that 
right must always La wHh tho mteoiHy. 
Truth muat ultimately aoqnfan vnlvoinal no- 
ognition. When that day eonao whMO wOl 
aU orthodox nHgloM btl 
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XSU6I0US NATURE— FAKIRS. 



If raoent reports be true the "nature 
fakirs*' have invaded tne realm of reUfion 

and it is up to Ritosevelt and Chancellor Day 

1<) coiiM' to the n sciir. For many moons the 
ortliiMlux have hiiil srrious claim to what is 
called the "reiigiuuH inHtinct." This instiuet 
was generally euppoeed to permeaU all nature 
and was, therefore, natural and Inherent to 
man. The ar;:um«Mit mount thit man could 
not c-cqi,- iK iii ii> illlllH■m«■^ vwn had he so 
desired and as a mmiU tliereut a belief in god, 
with all that such u heliet implies, was as 
natural to man as being born. Nor indeed 
was man the only ol)ject brought under such 
inlliH'nees for the belief was inculcated that 
ail Nature was oound and controlled by the 
aiiif iii^^tinet. Forms of wor-hip were ao- 
r.»rd»Ml the same univ»rsal tendenry but as 
education and experience began to expand the 
human mind to Uroaden the horiaon and extend 
the scope of information. It was soon dlscov- 
ered that in all natun*, man alone, was the 
only being Ixmiid b\ lli<' narn.w. cramping 
customs of religious worship. Men saw that 
hens laid egga, cows gave milk, bees manu- 
factured honey, birds built nests, irrespective 
of day and time, but acc<trdinjif to the yarn 
ivn-iii'ly t.d.l by Hcv. ('. W. Watkins, of 
Muncie. Indiana,* as announced in the press 
dispatches of the day, all this is changed, and 
e^en the hen is accredited with such a pious 
turn of mind that she actually refuses to lay 
an t-A-r^ on Sunday while following the eoaree 
Nature mapped out for her during the other 
six days of the week. liev. Watkins is re- 
ported to have said: 

"I first noticed her religous tendencies sev- 
eral weeks ago, and it was tlese, perhaps, 
wMubinod with her industry as a layer of 
vrifs. that are responsible for her being alive 
todav. I had bou^'ht her lor a Sunday din- 
ner and was just waiting for the prr.per time 
to come before slaying Imt wlii-n hhe sur- 
prised us by laying an egg. I h< m the ne\t 
day she laid another and >o (»n daily until 
Sunday, ^n that lir-t Sunday rhe refused to 
lav. and slie ha- not laid an egg on any Sun- 
dav since, altln.ugh that was -excral \V(M'ks 
ago. Now she has In-come a li\tuiv in our 
home. She is in no further danger of the 
roasting pan" 

The "n-ligious tendency.** of the hen is a 
splendid fi-ure of .prech and this preacher 
ought to feel |.roud of bavin- sugtr'-t.^l it. 
The inference, however, is cruel. While con- 
fessing that we do not believe the reverend 
gentleman' story we opine he had his mind's 
eve up< n the female members of liis congre- 
gati<.n when he th'.ught <>f the "religious \i\ 
stinct'* in the hen. And yet. tin- hen knowis 
Just as much al)out god and crucified saviors 
as the w<»men. These are essential parts of 
religion without which the "religious instinef* 
would Iw a vain superfluity. TTence, the re* 
ligious tendency of the parsrm's hen is on 
a par with the religious t<'n<lency of the 
whole f hristian world. This f.athercd biped 
is deserving of a place in some orthodox 
shrine as being the only known animal out* 
tide of the human tpedM betraying any evi- 
Hences of a religiooa ttadMcy, uaJeM, mark 
. It, tiM pffMdM't itwjr |0 ftMilwr altcnpi 



as nature-faking. In any event, as this is 
said to have occureil so mar the domicile ol 
Dr. iiuwles there is a splendid opportunity 
for him to make a seientinc mvestigaUoB. 

WHEN A WOMAN WILL. ETC. 

Uev. Robert William MacCulluugb, which is 
his full name with ,all the trimmings, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church, at Middleton. 
New Jersey, is woefully lacking in business 
judgment. Jle has brought himseif in serious 
conlliot with the ladies of his church and 
if history is worth anything as a teacher, he 
is in for a bad time. We predict the women 
will win out and the parson may lose his job. 

It apjH ais that the Sewing Club, composed 
of the females of his Hock, had been in the 
habit for years, of imlulging in a game of 
progressive euchre, iu pur^uancc of this 
custom, established uy long usage, the ladies 
are said to have announced another leriea of 
games at which a list of twenty prises were 
ofTered, whereupon the preacher ofM^nly de- 
iiouuce<i them, (juoting the law of the state 
against gambling and likened them all, maids 
and matrons, unto the common tln-hotB 
professional gamblers of tho country, and 
went so far as to call upon the police to en- 
for('<' the law again.-'t the woiiu-n. 

Then what happened? The women simply 
rt solved to fight back and dared both parson 
and police to interfere with their pr«>gram. 
The report does not state whether the euchre 
party has yet been held or if it is yet on 
the pn»gram*. Luicfer may lurk in the euchre 
iit'ck and if he does we take it that the 
ladies will risk chances on the game ami 
permit the parson to skidoo. Not so very 
long ago a Brooklyn preacher actually organ- 
ized a monster euchre party at Coney Island, 
in which one thousand couples participated 
and the protUs realized from the game were 
used in liquidating the church debt. 
It la evkleat that god does not im- 
part similar Instructions in each of the earthly 
agents. The (juestion that now presents it- 
self is. if the ladies in this case are arrested 
and fined for playing a simple game of euchre 
what will become of the churoh and what will 
the parson do for a eongtegatlonr 



THE CHURCH OF MANY « ACES. 

Am nt the recent pmmulgat ion (»f exces- 
sively stringent rules by the Koman Catholic 
Church in America eonoemtng matriage, it is 
interesting to observe that the same church, 
governed hy the same authority, but in 
rraiicc. has adopted and i>sued a rule 
u|>oii the same subject »'xactly the reverse 
of its American proposition. In Amer- 
icn the marriage contract is made altogether 
siilwiervient to the church. In France the 
church is nuide subservient to the marriage 
<«»ntract. These extremes indicate the p<»p" 
ular will among Catholics of these countries, 
American Catlwdies. l>eing accredited with 
loyalty to the church, are easily contndled 
by the church authorities. French Catholics 
are manifesting an indifference toward the 
ihiirdi aad la ordmr to meet thair dafaetkw 
ilM dwnli hM Ui Ioom of iU orikote 



strictures and now annotmcea that priests 
may marry any couple presenting themselves 
for that purpose without any previous formal- 
ity so k>ng as the law of the land places no 
restriction upon the marriage. In other 
words, accuniing to late reports from Paria, 
.Mon>i-nor Annette, the now Archbishop, hat 
authorized the abolition of the bans which re- 
quired a pending marriage to be announced 
from the piilpit for three successive Sundays 
before it could be 8<demnized. The result of 
this has been a large ueciease in the number 
of church marriages and a corresponding in- 
crease in the number of civil marriages. Un- 
willing to allow a chance for seeming author- 
ity to get past it the church has abandoned 
its attitude up<m this (piestion an»I is com- 
jMdled to c»»nforin to the wishes of the people. 

This is but history repeating itself, and yet 
when the Church in Fiance and the Church 
in America is studied by comparison, the 
many sides of its face are made apparent. It 
evidences the fact that where it is powerless 
to force its mandates uj)on the jmople the 
church is willing to nnike an unconditional 
surrender and maKe a play to the gallery. 
Such a contremns Is a distinct triumph 
of the people over the church, ft d«>ea not re- 
ded much cn-dit npori Catholics in America 
that -Mvh great libera lily should lie extended 
to their brethren in France and be denied to 



them. Yet there it no aeeountlng for the 

the willing. 

ness to submit to evtry arbitrary mle madt 



abject humility of a believer, and 



for him by an 
priesthood. 



BABIES vs. BALLOTS. 

I'nless memory misleads, the late W. C. 
Brann once wrote that aa regards woman's 

suffrage the majority of the fair sex would 

rather have "forty babies than one ballot." 
I ack of knowledge or inf«»rniation prevents a 
con 11 nuance of such a view, but in spite of 
t he claims made by numerous of the so-called 
Miirragettes,- H appears that a Urge number 
of women are averse to exercising the elec- 
toral franchise. 

Our authority for such a statement comes 
from the St. Ixjuis Post Dispatch, a news- 
pa pi- r which recently propounded a number 
of question at women concerning the suffrage 
and, aceonling to the reported answers made, 
the vast majority looked with disfavor upon 
the nVht to vote, some were in an attitude 
of indilTerence, whih- a v«ry few were openly 
in favor of equal suffrage' to the sexes. Of 
eouree great care might have been exercised 
In the selection of the women to whom these 
fpiestifms were put for the purpose of liring- 
ing alxHit such a result, and yet, if tho 
answers are truthfully given they do but 
iiear out the arguments of the equal Buinraga 
advocates, to the effect that tne greatest 
enemies of wonmn's suffrage are the women 
themselves. 

If the right to vote, or the privilege of 
voting, would mean the slightest lmf)rovement 
for women, we say give her the ballot, or any. 
thing else she might ask for. When intelli- 
gent men perceive the mass of corruption and 
vice in wnich American politics is engulfed, 
they will naturally hesitate about getting 
llicir wives, mothers, daught<»rs and sweet- 
hearts, mixed up in such a mess. Thousands 
of honest men take no part la polithw because 
they have no wish to become contaminated. 
Professional politicians, men who steal votes 
and men who miscount votes, realizing their 
own condition of servitude, are, in a sense, 
nnwillias to laa tliekr l^mla relatlrea ia* 
▼olved, te MMli qoMliMnUt tfaMaatioai. 
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Adniittin^r the tnith of the ftr*(Uinent that 
woman's presence in politics might have a 
strung tendency towardi a general purifica- 
tion, yet the political ambitions of the male 
hipcd would h'.id to nn utter disre«rard of the 
women workers. 'Ihere can l»o no tlouht hut 
what thousands of women could vote as in- 
telligently upon political issues as many men, 
but the mere fact that a preacher can exert 
such an influence over them in matters of 
religion, suggests that they would become 
equally as easy prey for designing politicians 
and their agents, puts the fact of woman's 
sufTrago so far in the future that even the 
eye of prophecy fails to >Batdi a glimpse. 
With women, as tilth men, religious freeaom 
must precede political freedom. The yoke of 
the church must first l»e sundered before the 
jxditical yoke can hi- removed. This would 
oi>en another sphere for the propaganda of 
women. Brmk away from IIm irtm-bomid 
aupentition of orthodox reli([ioiit 
tiM mwtmm it op«Md for poTitioU 



PSBACH THB OOSPBL FISS. 



The non-attendance at church upon the part 
- of the wsisss has led a St. I^uis preacher to 
hit upon a novel plan. He has made a prop> 

osition to preach the gospel free, that is, 
without any salary, provided >ome wealthy 
philanthropiHt will build him a church and 
endow it with a sufficient income to guarantee 
its support and maintenance. The plan won't 
work. With innumerable churclwn already 
in existence and these having many empty 
pews, why build any more? If the people 
refuse to attend churches now in »>peration 
for soul-saving it is not to 1k» presunied that 
they would attend another. It may be that 
they are too indifferent towards the soul-sav- 
ing business, in the event of which, twenty 
new churches would be no more efTective. as 
to results, than one. It is true that many 
people cannot afford to become church mem" 
ben. The eonstaal dtmande made upon them 
for money for different church enterprises, 
convinces them that, after all, neither the 
preaching of the gospel, or the ofTer of salva- 
tion, are free, and a church that could be run 
withoat aoat'to Ita eoygation would boob 
fall into Orairer CleyeTand's innocuous de*. 
seutude. The poor man, who may be religious, 
has discovered that he can pray and meditate 
upon sin and the plan of salvation, in the 
solitude of his own home, without having to 
hire some preacher to do it for him by 
proxy. Tn the course of time he further 
learns that the sun shines on the unbeliever 
as well as the believers, and that when the 
tempest strikes it hits saint and sinner 
alike. Then reflection comes and he sooB 
perceives that prayer and faith cannot change 
a fact in nature and the parson's occupation 
is gone. He is relegated along with the medi- 
cine man of the savage." 

If the St. 1x)ui8 parson will but pause long 
enough to give a tnily serious thought to the 
situation he would discover thai the age of 
faith is not of today; that it belongs to the 
past; that decline of religious faith has 
lessened belief and attendance at church has 
correspondingly fallen off. The free church 
idea is but a blind guess in the dark, made 
in the hope of reviving a prestige once en 
joyed, now lost. No philanthroi)ist of wealth 
will be found to build this ch\irt 1» f<»r lilrn. 
True philanthropy does n(»t belong to ortho- 
doxy. The philanthropic impulse is Humaai- 
tarian and it never occupied a place in intdl- 
i offikodosjr* 



MO cwMSMfiujt wtnt. 

Although numerous movements are reported 
in existence for the avowed and sole purpose, 
existing conditions point to the conclusi(tn 
that the ap|H)siiig Christian sects are getting 
further away from each other. All will 
unite to damn the independent unbeli f af httl 
the freedom of the latter is enhanced by tMs 
refusal of the sects to get together. 

From Baltmore it is reported that the 
(leneral Methodist Conference, which has been 
in session in that city, denounced the Roman 
Catholic and Creek Catholic churches in most 
emphatic and bitter language, while from 
Philadelphia the report oomea that fifty min- 
isters of the Episcopal church have renounceiT 
tliat particular brand of saving grace and havo 
agreed upon a date, not given, but said to bc« 
in the near future, when they will join the 
OathoUo eharek in a bodir. At the same time 
th<« Methodists got in a fight among themeelvee 
and the preacher applied the gag mle tO the 
lay members in such a vehement mewnif that 
it forelKHles further trouble. 

The denunciation of the CathoHe braaehea 
of the Christian herarchy came from Bishop 
William T. Burt, who, the dispatchfts say, had 
been assi;;n4'd to labors in Europe, and came 
in his report to the Conference up<m his work 
in that field. He declared that the Roman 
Catholic Church had "become degenerate and 
cornipt and utterly devoid of the spirit of 
evangelical Christianity" and his criticism of 
the Creek Catholic Church, which exists solely 
in Russia and Asia Minor, was that "the evils 
of the Greek church are multiplied and em- 
phasized in Romanism, but with this differ- 
ence, that the latter is Jesuitically aggressive." 

TTow these Christians do love one another. 
.*^uch :i cast igat inn comes better front thli 
source than from the unbeliever. It OOght to 
have its efl"ect upon other Christians. 

Regarding the renunciation of the Epis- 
copacy by the fifty ministers aforesaid, and 
their j)r(»s|)ective admission into the CathobV 
faith, but little need be said. They were all 
"High Churchmen," anyhow, and Catholic at 
heart, while Proteelanta by profession. The 
defeetlott win have but a temporary eifeet for 
* aap-heada mm bt Icinnd anxfoiM for 
Job. to nn the vnaaal plaoea. 

AM roCOWT lKTIBp lwrtOLAK. 

ChilititA ttmdm Are Bad Bnt TMc Fine- 
tkti are Wartt^ 

(Bj John F. Clarke.) 
Dean Swift said: 'The nearer to the church, 

the further from god." Tlere is an account of 
a Christian gentleman who trailed under two 
evangelists and is entitled to a degree of 
piotMen^ In bnrglarT. 

Just read, Jim and Chariesworth, one of 
you pray while the other takes up a eol* 
lection: 

VIRGIiriAN HELD AS RAFFLBt. 
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RacMtly Wai Society Girl, And Ii 
of Burglary. 

San Francisco, May . — "Dr." \V. W. fJoelet. 
graduate i.f (^olumbus College and traveler, 
who muried a young society woman of OaU- 
lan<l four months ago, is m the Berkeley ciiv 
prison, charged with burglarizing eight resl- 
(Vi'ces and apart a*mc hou«e.- in (^ r^'and and 
Berkeley. His *i%me ap|N>ared on 'i;ost of the 
Imtel and aparr n »nt houses registi^r^ a^ W. 
F. Wythe. 

The Berkelay police have had roele*- under 
Mispleion for two weeks. 

Goelet'i method, aoeordlng to the police, 
wia in M^pft foom tm ¥|||-dwa hotels and 



apartment houses and then plunder ri^dit and 
left. Some time ago he traveled with Benja- 
min Fay Afills, the pulpit lecturer, as his pri- 
vate secretary. He had also been eeeretar^ 
for Dr. r.iddewolfe, a noted evaagdltl. 

<;oelet is :r> years old and a natlvo Of Vir- 
ginia. His parents, it is said, live In Waah- 
ington, O. a He was in the SMudak War, 
siTving in the h«»spital corp> in Cw)a." 

Isn't this a lo\ely lay out? 

Vet, evangelists strut tlu- land telling the 
|)eople that inlidels are the only people who 
tl(» wrong. 

It takes a lot to disgust some persons with 

the nli;:ious rot of this day. but we are get- 
ting' tlieic and the sanctitied arc helping us 
out. Christian theory is bad enough, but 
( hristian practice is fierce. 

Things are gettmg so bad that professed 
christians oft«'n say to me that they are 
tempted to tpiit the bii^ines^ and joiTi me in 
fighting the hypoiritical humbug. Fear of 
retaliation has kept many from renouncing 
Christianity, but that fear is proving ground* 
less and the timid are taking a few steps 
in freedom. The hue and cry against "Chris- 
tianity" is heard in the land uid seems an 
outlet f(»r the doubters to Itiive the sinking 
ship of Zion. Frt'achers are kept bu^y apoio 
gizing for "bad breaks" and out cropping of 
free-lovism. Since Jesus Christ allowed 
women to wash his feet and dry them with 
their hair, there ha^ Ix'cn an epidemic of that 
bii-iness upon th«» part of|>;i-tor and maid 
accompanied with mishaps to the maids. It 
was a bad precedent to -set and a worse one 
to imitate. I see that an Kpis< opalian rector 
in New York State was cliar^'ed by the father 
of a school girl with kissing the lass, and the 
rector stood his sround and declares that it 
Is his pastoral right to kiss the women of hie 
congregation and his duty to do so. The 
irate parent and C e rector's wife Mth dissent 
from this dictum. <,»uite a controversy is 
raging over the matter .the bishop of the 
diocese upholds the rector, while other rectors 
express doubts as to the tenet. One rector 
says that he sees no liarm where the rector 
is S() years old and the tjirl «b«>ut fi or S 
yiMirs old. In the case at issue the man is 
.35 and the girl i7. Kissing girls is no doubt 
an egreeable passtime, but the datnsels lips 
are likely to be loaded with passiim and the 
kiss is apt to be felt, like an electric shork 
throughout the system. Persistence in the 
ctmtaet is apt to set both "soul« aflame with 
the love of .Tesu's name" or sontething else. 

Preachers loudly proclaim that Freet bought 
and free-love are synonymous terms and that 
the exponent of the one is the practitioner 
of the other. 

l-^reeth inkers are mostly phiIos,.phers and 
philosophy is more likely to turn to platonic 
friendship than to amatory inflamatory yum- 
yum. Philosophy, while it may not make 
one immune to temptation, yet cools (he 
blood and sy-tt'mi/es (he sys(.>m. \r.'ntality 
predominates and the nerves are more or less 
under control. This is much safer and saner 
than the high pitched rhetoric of passionate 
reli'jiftn. And religion is pasMionate. Tt stirs 
the emotit>ns and caust>s (hrilN. Thrills are 
those telepatliic snnl emanations (hat find re- 
sponsive echoes in opp«)site sexes. Emanative 
missionaries are let looso to make dates be- 
tween those wht> have no legitinuUe business 
with each «tther. This nuikes religion popular 
with the sensual minded. Street flirtations 
have similar (dfects. and satisfy that pmrient 
element that is opposed to eermone, but 
"feel" religion in their Imnes. 

Jim, I will keep you posted on burglariooi 
Christians. The police are kept busy with 
them now-a-dnya. 
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MAN'S MONOPOLY. 



r u inosjM'ctii-. jiist Ht'iit out 
for tlM' »HMi« lit of Awhury ( oll<'j:«', Kentucky, 
we were deeply iiii presseil witik the alleged 
holineN^" of the institution, an<l the hra^'jja- 
(loeio oi the faculty in prepurin;? young men 
and wouM-n for tho niini.*try. 

The "power of the Hpirit" ia certainly rest- 
in;; over and upon this InstitutkMi for tlM 
proH|)ectu8 assures the readers thereof that 
they havs bad prayer for hreakfaHt, prayer 
for dinner and prayer for Hupper, prayer at 
bed-time and pntysr upon risinf. Thsy might 
have gone a ttttls fttrthsr sad asBt ft hnak 
of it to ths hMUdrj whsfs by a prassss of 
' stsM slsaai^i Md ssourfaiff sonsthiag might 
grt ft thofoogh skMMiag. 

Om of ths ftrtloiss, dssigssd for ths faMtnM- 
tloB of pftiwto ftfld gftftvdiftM of pws p ss tt Vo 
•tiidMt*, liilonM ikm thfti Ma§ tht patt 



ysftr, "our snsigy has iMstly bssn szpsndsd 
in agoniateg prayer." That kind of prayer 
oi^[ht to fstoh 'sm. If it don't ths other 
brands aiis sura to f^ and ths good lord 
of ths Christian boats will soor bs np ft 
trss. 

From ft psnisal thersof, howsvsr, ws bars 
bssn aUs to leam ths gsndsr of ths holy 
spirit and to our immense dslight ws And 
that it is maaenUas. It would hftTS bs«i ft 

terrific blow to ths atsmsr ssx to hsTs the 
holy spirit ft woman, a shs, aa it ware, but 

with the tutors for authority our fears are 
allayed and ws delight in ths fact that hs is 

a male person. Speaking of a patohed-up re- 
vival indulged in, the prospectus saya that 

it wuH without a leader, and that "the holy 
spirit wuM the chief executive and everyone 
acted a8 HK tiietated." This makes the trin" 
ily composed ahwdutely of men. Not a Wom- 
an in the lirm. As inferior creatures, junt 
a little lower than men, they ought not to 
aspire to -a partn^-rship in the god husiness. 
As we have never Iteen previously informed 
upon tin- sex of the holy spirit we had begun 
to dread the possible fact that it might bu a 
woman, but Asbury College came to the res- 
cue in time to save us from doubt and almoMt 
(U'spair. Now we know we are safe. Man 
is likely to stand by nnin and our chances 
on the future are enlu. -ed. No female deities 
for us. The heavenly hierarchy would Ik- in 
a dreadful lix if u woman should happen to 
creep into the liiiii. Safety and satisfac- 
tion is thus (jcrixcd and as the prosjM'ctiis is 
t<» be wid<dy circulate. I let us hope thai oth 
ers will also profit by the inloiuiat i(tn thu«i 
vouchsafed. 

\Vh<*n it comes to doiii<; the ;:o(| business, 
man has a gi^^antic mono|H>ly and he can now 
rest in sweet content, take a smoke in the 
chimney corner and reflect upoA what it Is to 
to be in such ft combine. 



WMUmOM n THE PHILLIPINES. 

In a recent mall the BUde was made the 
recipient of a copy of a small pamphlet pub* 
lished by Bruce Kugers, of Girard, Kansas, 
consisting of ft complktkm of sztracts from 
a message traaamittsd to ths United States 
Senate by ths UU Prssidsnt William Mo- 
Kinley upon ths issue of rsligfcm and rs- 
ligiotts infiuenoss i the PhilUpins Ishmds, 
sspsdally ds«ling with ths eonduet of ths 
friars snd rsprssentatiTcs of ths Roman 
Ofttholie church under Spanish dominion. Ths 
work Is of ft stftrtlipg nnturs ftnd sxposss, by 
InvsstigfttfaNi, iaqoiry sad JndieiftI, or qmsl* 
Judiekl proesdurs, ths potttisftl intrignss snd 
gross immorftlitiss p r act l ssd «pn« ths psopis 
in ths asms and by ths authority of a nisr« 
dful ChriBt 

For ths most part the pftmphlet gives the 
tsstlmeay slisMsd verbstim and names of 
persons tsstlfylag. That such a document 



United SUtss by a PresMsnt of this Bifiib* 
Uo and in ths fta of auch tsstimoay» sftblast 
offioers and thsir co-laborsrs sonhi indulge in 
political intrigue with ths modem repreesnU* 
tives of that sams duireh,. is ftlmost bsyoad 
crediUUty. Uu% flashss of this testimony 
had hsretofors^ f oaad Ita way hito pablle 
print but BO fiir as ws know this k ths first 
tima it has bcsa so axtsaslfaiy pnbMshsd. 
TaksB from an oflkial raport ths Isats Ittr* 
nished are accorded both weight aad aiithod- 
ty. A perusal cf this pamphlet Is wsU calon- 
lated to make the American people sit up aad 
seriously reflect upon their poaceesions In ths ' 
eastern archipelago. American offlclala alsc 
give their testimony which include Brlgadisr- 
(■eneral \l. V. Hughes, and a number of Amer- 
iean journalists. Interviews with Filipino of-" 
fieiuls and pnuninent residents of the larger 
cities, who, with one accord, condemn the 
friars for their conduct in general, and many 
cite in>tan(cs and particulars wherein they 
constituted a distinct curse to the country. 
The whole investigation is based upon a 
Senate re^cdution adopted .January 26, 1901. 

RELIGION IN AMERICA. 
'I h»' struggle for religious liberty in Amer- 
ica, culminating in the Declaration of Inde« 
pcndenci', and that «'^sentially secular instru- 
ment, the constitution of the I nited States, 
constitute a harr<»wing and idoody chapter 
in the early history of the col»)nization of 
the New Worhl. 

Tracing through the unc<'rtain light and in- 
delinitc accounts giv«'n »)f that «'arly period 
\sc lind that (»n Deceuiber 11, UVJi), the May- 
llower lan«le(l at IMymouth. The company 
?Mimbere<l 102. King dames I. of Kngland 
had <leclan'd that he would compel the Puri- 
tans to conform to tin? church of Kngland, 
or, failing in his puriK)se, to harry them out 
of the country, through governmental perse- 
cution^ Innumerable persecutions followed. 
All over Kngland the separatists were sub- 
jected to such gross brutalities that thsy 
determined upon leaving and hundreds 
of them emigratsd to HoUaad. Boms of 
them dreaded that their childrtn would loss 
their English habits and s p ss ch among ths 
Dutch, so they applied for and ssenrsd ps»> 
mission to isttls upon the coast of Ksw Jsr- 
sey, then a part of Vbrginla, and under ths 
leadership of William Brmtsr, Mllss Staad- 
Ish, and John Bradford, thsy caBM toAmsriea. 
Winds carrlsd thsm too far aorth to allow 
thsm to hwd OB ths Jsrssy roast, so thsy 
hMdsd at Plyaoath. 

Still latsr, hk ItM, Aiakhlshofi Laad mads 
aa unwiss and injudleioiis attsmpt| under 
Charles I. to restore Bomaa CathoUs Oers- 
monlala fai the Church of England. This cre- 
ated further religious dissent and more per- 
secutions for opialoa's sake followed. Ba- 
volting against this poUsy a large body of 
Puritans dscidsd to smlgimts to America, as 
others had done bsfbfa thsm. Asqniriag a 
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gr&nt oi laud between the Aleriiiuac uuti 
Lliaiits linc'is Iroiu the Council ol Sew Eug- 
iaud, they oaiue and tettled upon it, obtiun- 
ing all ilM righto of a aall-iomiilBf aorpoim- 
tion. 

AlthuugU llfeing from persecution in the 
old country, tlicir lirst act was to C8labli>li 
a theocracy in the new. Laws were made 
and proinuiyated ^'iving the riglit oi s>ullrage 
ii> noiu' but cltiurli iiu-uibrrs. J he miuihtern 
wieUled a terrible ^towi-r in i»cliticji. They 
were its bpiritual and leniiM»ral iiiaslerfi. In 
tiu! course oi a lew nioulhs tb<' colony grew 
to be a rabid thciKraey in whidi the build- 
ing ol cluireln'.s and the preacliii'g ol the gi»s- 
pel were ol the iiv>i iMiiKUtanc!. 

In HiMi Roger Williams led a revolt. He 
demanih'd that all religious beliets ^llould i>c 
tolerated and that the atlairs t>f church and 
Htate sh(»uld be kt pt entirely s« parate. For 
thlH he was ordered to leave Wu. colony and 
return to Kngland, by the Puritan <'lergymen, 
on the ground that his views were danger- 
ous. In this they were aided b^ the magis- 
trates who were th«^ st'rvile tools of the 
chureh. Williams left the colony, but he did 
not return to Kngland. He plunged alone into 
the wildernetu* and into the country of the 
Narragansetts. Their chief, Canonicus, 
granted him a tract of land upoa wlddl h* 
established a settlement and nam«d it Troy- 
idence" in the hope that it would prove a 
shelter for all who ware persecuted for opin- 
ion'a aalce. Here, all dtitana, whether church 
member* or not, were to have equal rights 
befora iha law. 

Following tha banishment of Roger WU- 
lUms, and in the same year, Mrs. Anna 
Hutehinaon waa alM oompeUed to laaTt Mm- 
laohttsatto baeaasa of bar raligiona opiniona. 
She sattlad upon Aquidnaek laland, and tlw 
eolony aha f ouadad waa namad FMrtamratk 
Newport wna founded n UtUa latar by otte 



Baak in Ifaasaahuaatto nAlgion waa a^)oy- 
ing a wUd oigy. Tha law wna aetiva in an- 
forcing tha parfonnanoa of rsligioaa dutiaa. 
Tha paopla wara summoned to church by tha 
beating of drums and were marched up to It 
in military order. The bible, printed sermona 
and almftffiM» wara tha most popular litem- 
tuia. Witeh trlala wara had in abundance. 
Tha malioe and mrj aagandarad by religious 
hate and despotism eaused thousands of in- 
offensive and aged women to fall victims to 
tha draad superntition. And ho things con- 
tinued until 1758 when Patrick Henry, then 
a young and obscure lawyer, fought the par- 
son's right to claim tithes of tobacco and by 
hi)) boldnoHH and ehMjuence succeeded In put- 
ting the parsons to route. This was the first 
serious break from the chureh in America, 
upon its own territory. 

Step by step the breach grew and widened 
The intervening gulf became ImpasHable. The 
alargy wara determined to stand their ground. 
Tha IflNml alaMrt lataaad to 
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lliousandh had fastened upon th'j issues raised 
i»y I'airicK iienry, but the church was unable 
lo regain iia io.si prestige and power. From 
iltai (lay ihe policy oi the ^church has been 
to ten4H»rl^e. Lonce^sions weie granted in 
<»ne direction lor privileges in another. At 
last came the immortal I'aine, who, aided by 
n.s coiniH'i'i.-., gave us a goseiiuiient without 
a king, a country without a church and a 
oonstitutlon without a god. 



TWO FREETHOUGHT CONVENTIONS. 

I lie Hiade pleaseil to aiUKHime that ar- 
ran-«Mnents are practically c»»nii>lil td tor the 
holding of two im[H>rtant coiiNenlions of 
1- reeliiinkei -. at ( anal DitviT, ()hi<>, beginning 
Septenibi r U, and continuing for several days. 

H ih of theas gatherings simuld te waU 

alten.le.l. 

An <)(Mn invitation is extended to all Free- 
thinkers lo alleinl and >lu»w their colors by 
.1.. n: pari in tlic proceeding and eUflOUrag^ 
ing the work by their presence. 

First wid come the e«»nventh>n of the 
lUickeye S«H>ular I'nion, Hon. Cieorge O. Rob- 
erts, president. 

Second in line is the Convention of the Ka- 
terialist Associatloii, Ifra. SUn ICowrj BIIt- 
en, secretary. 

Tha Opera Honaa at dual Dovar haa baan 
seeurad for both* 

Among the well-known Freethought writers 
and advocates who have promised to aitand 
are Dr. Bowlea, Otto Wettatoin and others. 
It wiU be worth the trip to meet thaaa cham- 
pions of the intellectual arena and hear then 
expound the goapel of universal mental Ubar- 
ty. If it li possible the Bbtde'a editor wOl 
be on hand and help In < the work. 

Every FrMkinkar within a radlna of 800 
or 400 mllaa ong^t to ba piesent. ioMO win 
travel much further. Dlatanee euU no laa 
whan one's heart la la the eausa. 

If yon aia thlnkfa^ of atending write to 
Gaoiga a Bobarta. DaMlaon, Ohio, or, to lAra. 
KUm Howry BUven, BMoUyn, Oemn.. and ei- 
ther will giva yon nMNO detailed Infonnatkm. 



NOT blAD, BUT DYTHO. 
At the risk of bafaif deemed a trifle ortho- 
dox we have made a Mblieal text tha oaala of 

this article. 

It wu^ used in u recent formou by Hr. Aked. 
the preacher imported from Krgland, by John 
Uockfeller in an effort to point out some un 
platable truths. The thoughts suggested by 
Dr. Aked were not original with him but were 
first promulgated by Thomas Dixon, in the 
^fw Hroadway Magazine, mention of which 
iia^ alvady appeared m tht» TJade. Dr. Ake*! 
denounces the modem orthodox preacher as 
being "parrots'* and all guilty of repeating 
"(lend church cries." lias it not occured to 
Dr. Aked that, he is but "parroting" Thomas 
Dixon and that he has used much of the lat 
ter's identical words and figursa in his sermon? 
Tha tast, lMwi.ver, la na lollawtt 
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"Can ye not discern the signs of the times?" 
Mathew lU-3. 

This question can be answered allirmaiivel} . 

The poignant signs of the times pomt to 
the inevitable conclusion lhat Christiaaity is 
out of joint with the age, the times and the 
people. Following the universal law theology 
IS Discing iway una yielding piace to naw 
ideas. A period ot disintegration has set upon 
all forms oi religious faith and in the segre- 
gation that mu^t fellow the theologies 
will be luigotten 

M(»t important of all is the admitted rapid 
>I»read of Atheism in (iermany. The retined 
.inti ewu:.it»(! (lioses hav.- loo«-e Ir. ii -e 
orthodox faith. To >uch an , \tent is this 
n'.oMui/ed that the pjon- -tliu|.i-l ic.^ are pour- 
ing out t(»rrenls ol protc-is. Above it all 
comes the welcome adnii^-.ion that a i|Kc«al 
pnipaganda is bi-ing uinh'rtaken in (ierinany 
on behalf of Atheism, which is being prose- 
cntetl with inten>e entlaisiasm and ability. 
Atheistical literature i•^ being widely dissemi- 
nated among (ierinan college students and the 
infonnation is given that on evtry hand the 
people are tiring of he (dd religions and that 
orthodox theories are unable to cope with the 

ad%Mneing Intelligruee. 

In America, the signs of thn times, appear- 
ing through the recent discharge of Prof. H. 
M. Uawden, fi-oni the Cincinnati University 
because of his udA arced perse nal views, polnta 
to an arrant hypocrisy embodied in modem 
Christian methods of instnietkm. Prof. Baw« 
den, In a published intervftir, "-«aya, tha 
avaraga eollage professors have not 'Hhe cour- 
age to stand up and say what they think.* 
Thia denunciation extends not alone to their 
thoughta eonceming sociological problems, but 
strikea all raUgkma eoneapta aad pf a a tl ata. 
Upon tha tottar anbjeet Prof. Bawdan da- 

**T think I am reflfdlng the o|»inion of the 
iM^Hi fdueatioii /rh^ I eay that a nnlferaty 
la tha ona plaea ahova all othara whara tha 
aplrit of h— laqolry ahonld provaO, and 
whaia any qnaatlon and any ptoUam of a 
kind lnHndl«f human nature ahjoki be open 
to nn(r«i«iinieltHl •> vestigatlot. 

*^ThaV9 '"I* n time when it wn^ dajunal le 
heieay to doubt the geocentric theory of the 
ayatem. There was a time w hen Protest - 
waa what the world or'u'inally signl 
fled — a protest against the established church. 
There was a time when it waft blasphemous 
to sulptitute evolutioi for croati n. Ther-^ 
waa a time when the higher criticism w:m re 
,«iarded as cndnn^ering the authority of tho 
Christian scriptures. All these subjects have 
successively come under the scrutiny of sci- 
ence, and the heresies of yaatardny haifo ha* 
come creeds of today." 

But little reference need to be fu ole to the 
situation in France. The soparxti.-n of church 
and state haa there been nuub absolute and 
the Republic itill maintains a defiant attitude- 
Tha iiniiirl to a pmlj aatnlar adiMntkm 
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lu ■ .ii^oimi m rap.ui/ liiciedUMiig. ilie pro- 

tete«MVO lUta UUilAMU^*. JlUis VWll Lie* UUMM M 
uAACct. |*uuv4C«w lMiU« iU luc ^Ua«ll|( X ai'iiiUUMl* 

MO-/ «u«caoa aaa siatfe am uvtiig ciu— gr 
turAwa. A'riBui imm mtn luajr mwu but Ui* 
•AC Aia|M#r«ABo« Ul uus tuniiigiA but baiwlti 

ilM MUrilMM VlMPt IMS ft (IHIOlrtf IWg pttUlM 

jgmkm itux u '<leciumiiy MiU|j(mi«tie W ilM 
AtfUoB vl yruuuigatwg urUodox vmwi tlirouf h 
/ttbUo fdMiol iBMnioiioA. Tlw imU Imim 
u okunk or MUi-ciianli eontroi of tk» JlriUik 
•mwilfciMil IntUtiiiioBi and a protMt afRiBit 
Um aMibod of Ui&tiag Um mind of ehiidhood 
witk mponfitkNi Md ortkodox faMtictom at 

Our owm ooualrjr teems to 1*6 lagging in 
tlMM tMoatiai fealureii of aggressive propa- 
ganda. TIm kabit of quietly giving way to 
orthodox encffoaehmente upon legislation has 
become a custom. Hoosevelt recognized the 
mockery of the In Uod we Trust" inscription 
upon the coin of the realm, but a mauiby- 
paiiiby, toad-eutiiii; Coii<j;iefth piuuiptly re- 
stored it becau8e ul u desire U) uiake a bliuw 
of holiness before professing Christian con- 
stituencies. Keligiou-, laws are enaeteii and, 
in some ca.->^'s an attcmpled enforcement fol- 
lows, but while the majority of the ijet»i>le 
are heard t<> make fe»'ble prote-t there is no 
Concert, no organized plan of o]ip*»>iti(>n. 
iJelegations of preachers call u\n>n exiculive 
ollicers, and the latter, ht-aring but one bide, 
foolishly ima;,'ine there is no oiher and read- 
ily agree to appease the feelings of the piou» 
by ollieial actiijn in the direction nought. 

I'ro.Mciiting the in.juiry further we lind that 
bpecial reliance is i)laced upon the publication 
upon fake feature stories in the newspapers 
ahich account some newly disoovered evidence 
tending to prove the truth of Christianity. 
Even the i>ope of Roma is said to bt "unduly 
alarmed" but if the Chriatiaa ehnrek it of god, 
M is Maimed, what Mcd adtU far tht aUght. 
Mt alarm f 

These are the signs of tka timtt. 

Thay are but a partial and ineonMqiMBtlal 
laviatv* 

Bataf capable of dlMtniing tbem wa agree 
wltk Dr. Akad .te aoadudfaig that they point 
a rapid daeUaa te tka orthodox faith, but la 
tham wa can alM> act that wUeh Dr. Aked ia 
uawining to admH, aamaly, that no policy 
caa ba put forward tha church that la cap- 
abla of anwttag It 



•TUDlIt nr OMAVIC UTB. 

Tha atndy of Katnta offers a certain anti- 
doU for tha folliei of superstHioa aad raUg. 
lous faith. 

Ko earnest student of Nature can posiiihly 
bellcifa hi god or the special creation of plantn 
and animals according to their specie. No 
Undent of Zoology can be broupht to the be- 
lief, or a conception, that animals, plants «md 
minerals are independent membors of exist* 
CMC, for ha paroihraa and is brought faoe to 



BLtTB GRASS BLADS 

lucc wiiu liie iact tuui» ali uie ae|>eudeut and 
uciuaiij toucAi upon ou<) anuilici. iuu niutiur 
OA iiit» aving, or or^c^u.c v^oiiu, is iueuncai 
Wiin tnai. oi iwf uua-usui^, vi or^^umc. cur* 
iMMiMfcC ui uuuiiUMtu una water, a Uiaue ux grass, 
ana a nurse, luid even, man, arc bui lue same 
eittuients dinerenuy ouniouicd ana .a ranged, 
i'laau uonipress um forces ui mur^amc uakure 
mu) onemioai aumpounds; aaiaiaia liiieraie 
them, fianta produce. AU animais ooasume. 
xue worK ol piailis is syntliesis, a buiiouig 
up; the worK of anunato is auaiysu, or da- 
sinietiun. Xka tendency m piaau is de- 
oxuiiiation; tlia tenuency of animais is ox. 
idixation. Witkoat pianu aaunals wottid 
perisk; wiikout animais piaaU would be usa- 
less in the economy of >tature. 

Animals, lilce pianu, live, grow, reproduoe 
and (Me. These are the capital facts of every 
organism. 

Life is manifested ia certain speeiai acta 
called functions. These fuaetioni are per* 

loruied by certain special parts called organs. 
J he Hiomach is au organ wiiose function ia 

digestion. A ningie organ may manifest vi- 
tality, but, except in the very lowest torms, 
it does not i»how forth the whole life of the 
uniniul. in being set apurl for a special pur- 
l>osu uu organ takes upon itself, so as to 
speak, the duty of doing st>nielliing for the 
henetil of the whole animal, and is absolved 
from doing other things. J he sioniach, for 
example, whose sole function is digestion, is 
not called ttpoa to dreuUta or purify the 

blood. 

One of the pe<!uliar fads in i.niinal life is 
tliitt there may be functions without or^MUs, 
a^ the organless .Xniocba digi'sts, re'>pii c-i, 
moves and reproduces l»\ il?i ;^rneral iiki^^. 
As we ascend the ^c.ilc ul animal lilc we pa>s 
from the simple to the comi»lt'\, (;I(Ml|^.■^ tif 
cells, or tissues, instead of i»('in<,' nn re ri-peli- 
tiiius of each other, take on a ('illerence and 
become di8tin;,'uished as spcial parts with 
specific duties.' The higher the rank of the 
animal the more numerous the organs. The 
more complicated the structure, the more com 
plicated the functions. But In all aniinals 
tke functions are performed under conditkms 
eeseatially the same. For example, rsepiratioB 
in the sponge, the fish, and in tha awa, haa 
but one object and one means, though tha 
methods are different. A function, therefore, 
is a group of similar phenomena produced bp 
like causae. 

Tha life of aa aalmal consists In the acoum- 
uhitkMi aad expeaditure of force. The tieeuee 
are etore-houses of power, which, as they 
waste aad decay, ia given off in various forms. 

All tha apparatus aad phenomena of life 
may be Induded under Nutrition, Motion, 
Ronsatlon. These are poHseRHod by all nninnils 
but in a variety of wavft. No two species 
have pxactly the Bamo meehanism nn<l nn'thod 
of life. The task set before (he student is 
to learn to distinguish lietween what is vital 
and what is accessory. That onlv i^ es^enliivl 
to life which la common to all forms of life. 



^'Ui iiraiua, siomacii. lixci.--, hands and feet 
aic, 111 a Aeu->e, luxuries, ihey ure necessary 
to liiaKc u» liumau bemga, bat aot to aiaka as 
living beings. 

'Iho first obj.ri ..1 iitr i", I.) grow. 2so ani- 
Uiai is born linished. boiue animals, like 
p.aiiis, glow as long as they live, but the 
niuj<»nty soon attain a iixed uizo. In all ani- 
mails, however, food is wanted for another 
puipi ^e ihan growth, namely, to repair the 
waste which is constantly going on. Every 
exercise of tha masdes aad nerves involvec tha 
death aad decay of tlisua. Tha aupplj must 
e<pial the demand la order to amiataia tha 
life of the individual, and, aa, aa oifaalaai 
caa make aotklag, it muat ieaka it fi«B 
witkout. Aa aaimal b«giaa to die tka mwaait 
it begins to Uf, 

Proceeding with our studiee we find that 
many animals, aa aioat laseeta aad mammale, 
live eolely upoa vcgatabla food, wkOa soaie 
species are restriefM to. partlcuhur plaata. 
The majority of aainwls feed apoa oaa 
another. Among these are tke kostt of 
mieroscopic forms, and all the radiated apeelea 
such as Crustaceans, beetles, flies, spidera, 
fislios, reptiles, birds, quadiopeds and Biaa. 
The latter, and some aniinals. are omnivorua 
and feed upon a mixture of animal and vega> 
table food. The use of fire in the preparation 
of food is peculiar to man alone; but for ages 
he ate his (Ic^h foml raw as r.thor animals. 
A few of tlh' strictly horbi\(»rous and carnivor< 
aniniJiN li:i\e shown a capacity for chang- 
in;r their dirt, while certain animals in pass< 
in;; from the vonnL'. to the niiituro state, 
riijike ;i rem;irk;ib]e (di;in-e of food. The tad- 
pn|.. f<M'(N upon ve;.'etn))l(' niiitler alono, but 
when it becomes a fro^' it lives up(»n insects. 
M;iny tribes, ospeeially of reptiles and in- 
sects, are able to «:o witliout ffM)d for months, 
or oven yonrs. Insects In the larval, or catar- 
pillar state, are exceodinply voracious, but 
upon readiing the matured, or winpred state, 
they eat very little fond, some species taking 
none at all. The Zoologists have dlecovered one 
specie, what Is called tka mala Nottmnmata, 
which takes in ao aatriamt ftrom tha tIaM 
it quits Hi egg aatU H diaa. 

Heia it aa faitanstiaf iald of Nataia atad^. 
The subject will be aiora nfalataly foaa iala 
throai^ tha Oorraapoadaaee School. Ia thh 
bnuMh of ttady wll! ba ahown tha fmial 
naity la ■tractara, ordar of davalopaiMif aad 
tha fHMral rciga of aataral law orar all. 

Mbny have written aaddaff laqalrlca aoa* 
ceming the plan, scope, awthodi aad ■yataai 
of instruction, and seeking information on the 
subjects to he taught. These brief reviews, or 
outlines, of Nature studios are designed to 
permit an insight into some of the lessons 
that are to be taught in tlie hope of ronsiaf 
a ^'reater interest aoBeirafa^'' tha poatlhiMtka 
of the Sch<K>l. 

Our confidence in it is supreme. We desire 
1o put all our readers in the same frame of 
mind that they may come to view it as we do 
and interest emselves in its success. 
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The Christian's Messiah 



If BiUt Prophecies Are Wrong, WhtMt Game 

The Christ Idea? 

CHAPTER TWO. 

(By A. A. Snow.) 

Ah wo liave seen there were predictions 
iua(l( ill the <>I<1 Tcstamtut of Viiri<»us de- 
liveror.-t that wire to come in the future and 
FMCue the Jews from the various distresses 
they were in such an captivity and similar 
oppre.HHions. These predictions acted as ft 
mulfus on which future proplnts extentU'd 
anil enlarged. Thus pew the ulvn of a com- 
ing niessiah. The term niessiah in Hebrew 
signifies anointed. Cyrus was caUed the 
anointe»l of the I>ord an he wa^4 to deliver 
the .fews from the seventy year captivity of 
Habylon. Heing in constant warfare he con- 
ceived as a great diplomatic scheme the idea 
of giving the Jews their liberty in order to 
insure their co-operntion seal and sympathy. 
This notion he made known to tht people 
through pretended predictions from the I/>rd, 
even goin«; «<> far as to nuxko interpolations 
in Isaiah written two hundred years before, 
as has been ferreted out by the Higher Crit- 
ios of the present. la lea. 44;28 and 4o;l 3.. 
w^ rea<l: "T am the Tiord • • That saith of 
Cyrus, He is my shepherd and shall perform 
ail my pleasure, wen saying' to Jenisalem, 
thou shalt be built; and to the temple. Thy 
foundation ahall be laid. Thus saith the 
Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand T have hoMen. to subdue nations before 
him; and T will loose the loins of kiniis. to 
open before him the two leaved ?ates and the 
gatea ahall not b« ahut." Now if the word 
messiah means CliHst Cyrus and not Jesus 
was that Christ or else the Old Testament 
was not only i.'oinir to deliver the Jews but 
also to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 

The people were very ignorant, when not 
in bondage the priests and prophets had al- 
most entire control over them. They made 
preat api>eals in the future or the past 
rnthiT than to the present as they furnished 
better fields for deception and '^very one who 
thinVs he knows that Christians are adopting 
the same tactics today. The New Jemaaiem 
was to be built and it was to be • hetTillly 
afTair indeed and when the prediction had 
fullv grown and been enlarcred upon that 
city was to come down from Cod out of 
Heaven. Tn the future, yes indeed in the fu- 
ture, one prophet wooMt make the Jewa Mil 
off all their enemies, the cfentiles, and Hv* 
on the spoils and their dominion extend to the 
uttermost pnrts of the earth. Another 
would make Jerusalem the cathedral of th^ 
world and all natimia come up to Zion to 
worship. And the Jewa— Ood's holy people— 
would be decidedly In It. "Tn my holy 
mountain nothin? shall ofTend saith the 
T>ord.** "The wolf and the l.imb shall lie 
down together." Aa time went on the proph- 
ets atm enlarged: Tor behold T create new 
henvens and a new earth: and the former 
shall not be remembered or come into mind. 
Hut be ve clad and rejoice for ever in that 
which T "create: for behold T create Jemaaiem 
a rejoicincr nnd her neople a Joy. • • and the 
voice of weepincr shall be no more heard in 
her. nor the voice of cryin|ir* * * 
new heavens and the new earth, whidi I will 
make, shall romaia hdan mo, laitli tlm 
Lord, so shall 
remain." 

Ruch language as thia and that in the book 
of Daniel moot ourely oortrajed in the eyea of 



the people the coming of a golden age. Can 

you inui^ine what inspiration it must have 
planted in the breast of a poor ijrnorant 
/.eulous believing Jew? Ah, too, there was 
some meaaiah, some great l«ader to make hia 
appiearance to bring about this great triumph 
of (iod. *'0 h this great triumph of God's 
chosen people was not all acconipHshed at 
the delivery from the Habylonian captivity; 
it cannot 1m» in the past, it is surely in the 
future nnd soon lo come," was the cry of 
thousands of Israel's unfortunate sons. Hun- 
dreds of niessiahs did ariae and led tmm ^ 
thuu^ands of dews to deatnietiuu. 

One .lesiis of Galilee had made great pre- 
tentions but he came to hia death without 
deliverinir the Jew«. It ia aaid, at hia death 
many of his followers were disappointed who 
trusted that it were he who ahould have de- 
liv<re<l Israel. After his death, after it had 
b('conu> an event of the paat (religions are 
alwavs built on the paat or the future.), some 
of the aayiaga of J«nm aim lii^Mriiw; the 
l>eople resurrected him. It waa not God but 
the people that did this resurrecting, and not 
three (lays after but nuiny years. Yes Jesus' 
time had not yet come to make his deliver- 
anoe. He waa to come again and within the 
generation in whkih he lived, and this part 
of the Bible was evidently composed within 
that same generation. Little by Mttle the 
gospels were formed and added to. Tn them 
Jesus waa BMMle to foretell his own resur- 
rection, but not one of <his followers claimed 
to Wlieve it at the time, but virtually denied 
it. and T don't believe it either. Tf Jesus' 
followiTs really believed He was the Christ 
sent from Cod then they also believed that 
all they told them was true. If they told 
theni. as the New Testament represents he 
<lid, that he should be put to death and 
raise a<rain the third day the/ would have 
believed it. which the New Testament rep- 
resents they did rot. 

To make all ihe Old Testament savings har- 
monise with the facta aa they oeeured and the 
theories of the makers of the Christ i \n rellgiom 
they were spiritualized, but as the Tews have 
not even been delivered spirit uaHy this de- 
liverance was not intended to take place at 
hia eomfaig, haH at aomo tpiritnal coming 
in the future, no one knowa when, but very 
soon you know. The New Jerusalem that 
Cyrus was to rebuild is also made a spiritual 
affair by the New Testament writers. An<l 
tko gtmtileo are are all going into it:— all 
that dont go to hell, aa la the moat of them. 
T^ut thev hava to dto to Ml thata which i^ 
quite near tha trmtk ftdu vaiaf apiriUwl 

language. 



WRITE HIM— LADOS. 

Wanted Cwnmmimti^ 
Ladiea of aafBant iadiiaMl nnks 
Addveaa O. JORNSOlf , ~ 



Montana. 
Box 35. 



Teacher— Where did Columbtti flrat landt 
Johugr Lafihook— I doa*t know, m«m. I 
dldnt read bo aeeomrts of <• 



Downtown— Is vonr bob'b eoUofiata 
tion of any practieal ralnaT 
CkridboDd--Oh, yea; it cured Ui mMm of 
about him.— Judge. 

kmomu that orthodoi la- 



DAVE'S uns 

» 

To Hia Dear Heavenly Father. 
^Copyxightad by Franklin H. Uaald iftlL 

My Dear Heavenly Father: 

Why did you change your mind and 
drown all the people in the world but 
Noah? Why did you aave two rattlesnakea 
and tiro aknfllir Warn all lha Bioaitaimi 

in the world covered with water? Where 

did all go when it quit raining? How do 
you make it rain and why did you not 
make it rain last month when ail the Priests 
la Loa Angalea aad fiob Burdette were say- 
ing maaa for rain? They were terribly dis- 
appointed that you w^ent back on them and 
then made it rain when Hat field started his 
smoke. Did yuu think it was Holy smoke 
he made? 

Did you destroy San Francisco with the 
earthquake? I'apa ha-s a pixture of the city 
taken from a bah.on and there is one big 
building left all alone. It is a wholesale 
whiskey house. Did you save it on purpose? 
Is it the blood of Jesus? Joe says you are 
not opiHJsed to armking. Is that so? Joe 
is not a prohibitionist but he is as pioua aa 
a darkey ctin ever get. He says all the good 
people in the Hiblt- drink and some of them 
used to get ilrunk He says that the first 
black man, was white, till he got drunk and 
layed all day te tka aawar and avar alMa 
his children have been blaek. Joe believea 
it. He thinks it is a blessing in disguise. 
Do you eviT get drunk and have a good time 
when a person like Durant or Orchard are 
hulW and go to heaven? How many mur- 
derera are there in heaven now? Do all 
nuirderers go to heaven? T wish I had a 
list, and a list of the g(»o<l p^Miple who are 
in the other place. It might help me decide 
where I want to go. Joe says whan a bad 
man cmbrasses de lo'd der is nintie and 
dancin in heben and <lat all things are poO* 
sible with you. I don't take much stoek Ul 
Joe'4 religil)n. but he thinks he knowa It 
all. Now. if T wanted soniebotly to find 
•*los' chickens at nite" I would hire Joe. 
He thinks a chicken ia **los" when it ia 
ash»ep and the person owns it. that 
it. if it don't squack. Is he inspired 
he finds chickens, and when he tells about 
the big light he seed when he was converted? 
I just went to see the big fleet of battle 
ships. Do you baliava In killinit all tka 
l>eople you can. and would you make tho 
sun stand still so that Ror-'evelt could kill 
more people if he wanted too? Wood yough 
shoot a person in the back to keep him 
from fettbig nwmy If yoa wan Jealoue aad 
angry or only jnat lometimea? Why didn't 
you want P!ve to dress up in fig leaves? I 
declare this is a funny picture papa has of 
you. I wonder if it is like you, I mean the 
OM with a two-ayad soward for • 
I win put my picture in the next lattar V 
you will send me yours first. 

Well T must clothes. There is not a thing 
to go to Sunday school for now since Easter, 
but the preacher ta getting up a trading 
stamp scheme so we can get candy the sama 
aa tiey do la Denver, then there will ba 



Aa avar. 
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The thiaklag man 
ligkm la oaly a anal 



Auntie— I think yo« Bay jmt 
nicely, Reggie. 
Reggia Ak, kst ymi 
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THE MAN AFTER GOD'S OWN U£AHX. 



(Continued From Page 4.) 
The 23rd verse of the 0Ui duptor of 2iid 
iSaiiiucl bu^ ri: "Xliarafort Miohal, the daugh. 
tei oi Saul, h«d BO oUld uito the day of 

lier death.' .. y 

Theu 2Qd Samuel 21-8 sayit '*Bttt tlM kfiS 

tuok the twu sons of Hizpah whom she bare 
unto Saul, and the live sons of iMichal the 
daughter of baul. and lie doli\fivd them into 
the hands of the (jibeouites, and they hanged 
t hem in the hill before the Loitl, and Uny idU 
all beveu together, and were put to death in 
the days of harvest. 

if "Michal the daughter of Saul, had no 
child unto the day of her death," then it 
is au axiom that the "five aona of Ml ^h fli ^ 
daughter of Saul, who were delivered to tho 
(iibeonitcH," were born after Michal'i death. 
Jhe N irgin Mary having an Inniiuculate Con- 
ception, and bearing one sou while sho wat 
living, pales into insignilicanoe before Michal 
who had live poht-mortem conceptions and 
bore five sons after she was dead. This is 
the greatest miracle in tin- Hildc and lays 
Jonah and all the others in t Iw ^hade. David 
did wonderful things but Michal, hit filll 
wile, takes the palm from mm. Saul ^i Fi 
David in their warfare kept in close commua- 
loitkNi with tho Loid. "David enquired of 
the Lord" the Lord told David to go out after 
his enemies." "He prayed to the J>ird." 
"talked to the l»rd,*' "took cour.sel of the 
Lord," and "obeyed and disobeyed the Lord." 
Snd Samvol e-14 "And David danced before 
the Lord with all his niight." ' Michal saw 
David throu^rh a window leaping and dancing 
before the l^jrd and she despised him in her 
heart." And Michal said to David, Sam'l 
"How florioaa was tho king of Israel 
today, who uncovered himself today in the 
••yes of the handmaids of his servants, as 
oii«' (»t (lie viiiii Icllows shamelessly uncovereth 
hinjself." And David said to Michal, **I will 
yet be more rile than thns, and wlU Um 
in mine own sight." 

The 38th Psnlm which should bo called tho 
INalm of wailing, shows how faithfully thio 
David, "the man after God's own heart" 
kept his word. 

These arc some notes from David's harp 
in the 3«th Psalm in verses 4-5-7-11: 

"For mine iniijuitirs an? gon<' over my 
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David and tho Ixird only know, but the Rible 
gi\«'s i»runiinrnct' to ore UKjre. 

2nd Samuel 11-2 says "And it came to pass 
in an evening tide, that David arooo from off 
his l>6d, and walked upon tho loof of tho 
king's house; and from the roof ho MW a 
wonuin washing herself; and tho WOman wao 
very beautiful to look upon." 

"And David sent messengers and took hor." 

The rest of this chapter will cnlkhton tho 
reader as to the doings of David. 'Tho fWOOt 
singer of Israel" "the nuin aftor God^i own 
heart" regarding this matter. 

Bathsheba was the namo of this beautiful 
woman. 

1 always thought it a queer proceeding for 
a man to take a walk on tlu- lool of his 
house, and for a wonmn to take a bath in 
public. David is the only man on record who 
ever fell in love with a woman when she wao 
taking her bath, and liathsheba was quite an 
appropriato name for her. 

When David took Abigail to wife he got 
the Lord to put Nabal, her husband out of tho 
way 1st Samuel 25 38 "the Lord smote Kabol 
tluit he died." David by tcheming sent Uriah 
tho hnriiand of Bathsheba *^ tLe forofront 
of the battle and had him killed." David 
was an expert at putting nu-n with attractive 
wives out of the way aind he might have had 
the help of the women, as well as the help 
of tho Lord. Tho Biblo mya notUiw nboM 
detectives in those days. 

ilie second sou bathsheba bora to David 
vsas Soluniuu. .Now this Solomon is celebrated 
not oniy lor his wisdom but for having 70U 
wives Bad 100 ooneuMnos. Some allowance 
should be made for Solomon when we remem- 
in-v that he had David for a father, iJathsheba 
lor a mother and his great -great grand- 
ma was Al;rs. Kuth Boaz who was under the 
tutilage of Naomi. The oid maxim "Blood 
will tell" was strongly exemplified in Solomon, 
llu' ruung ambition David was to capture 
tlu' llucjne ol Israel, and the Lord told David 
to pursue his enemies and slay them" 2nd 
«*muol M says "And the Lord ponuod 
David whithersoever he went." 2nd Samuel 
S'6 "David slew of the Syrians two and twen 
ty thou.-,and nuMi." 2nd Samuel lU-18 "Da- 
vid slew the men of seven hundred chariots 
of the Syrians and forty thoooand horamnmt 
and smote Shobach, the captuin of their host, 
who died tlnre." 2nd Samuel 8-13 "And 
David got him a naiiu- wliin he leturued from 



him and planned, and dhroetod his hatohorieo. 

It IS preached that the salvation of tho world 

can only come through the Christian's guide 
book the Holy i{il)h'. 

David's exan^ple has been followed by Chris- 
tian kings through the ages and it ttill in 
vogue. The British nation, the leader of 
Christian civilization entreated the Ix)rd to 
help them slay the Uoers, and the "God of 
Battles" gave them the victory, and they slew 
thousands of Boers because they dared tO dO* 
fend their homes and families. 

Christian Russia followed David's example, 
uttered prayers to (iod, and raised their 
ikons above the Christian hosts when they 
w.nt out, to slay the Japs. The heathen 
lajts laid the Christian hosts with their ikons 
in the dust, and now when Christendom is 
a military camp armed to the teeth, and its 
morals are a stench in the nostrils of the 
heathen, it is up to the Pope's revisionists 
to show how closely Christians should follow 
the methods and morals of King David to 
"malco thoir ealling and election sura.'* 

In the 20th century is it not time we re- 
tired the Bible heroes who may or may not 
ha\(' li\e(l thousands of years ogo? 

The meek and magical Moses, the godly and 
gory David, and tho fettivo Solomon are now 
no donbt ranting in Abraham's bosom. This 
quartette will bear watching even in the new 
.Terasulem. but if they get uj) to any of the 
tricks recorded of them in Holy Writ. Sarah 
is theraabouts and she will koop'them straight. 
M the Pope's Bible ravislonbts give special 
attention to David ."the man after Godo own 

heart." 
\'ersailles, Kentucky. 



Diok (kwUnff at Olvstratod Blblt)— I won- 
dor what tho NooIm did with thovMlvv all 
day kmg in tho aikf 

Mabol-Fiihod, I ohoaU think. 

BobMo— Th^ didn't lldi for fcmf . 

Dfcik and llabol— Why not? 

Bohbio— >WolI, yon mo, thore woro only two 
wonnit 



'It MOWS •trnngo," Mid Soaoon llhjborry, 
aa ho oonntod tho mamj allor draioh, "that 
a laifo oongngatfcm oan bo m man." 



head; as a heavy burden they are too hMTJ smiting of the Assyrians in the Valley of 



for me.' 

"My wounds stink and are eormpt, boeauM 
of ny foolishness." 

•Tor my loins are filhd with a loaihs(»nie 
disease; and there is no soun<lness in mv 
flesh." ^ 

'My lovers and my friends stand aloof 
from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar 

oir." 

The Pope's Bible revisionists should ponder 
well this confes>l(.n of the godly David to 
learn what manner of man he was. 

2nd Sam'l 3-2 reads "And unto David were 
sons bom in Hebron. (The daughters were 
not counted). And hio first bom was Amnon 
Akinoam." 

"A!id his Heeon4 
wife of Nabal." 
"And the third Absolom tho Mn of Maaeah ' 
Tho fourth Adonijah tho Mn of Hainnth.'* 
"The fifth Shephatiah tko m of iJ^" 

wife 

lit OroniolM 14-S says "And David took 
wtvM at JoruMlem; and David begat 
MM.aad dam^ton," How auugr nuno 

had 



of AUfafl tho 



wlyoi m4 mm Md 



bait, boiag eighteen thouaand mon." ' lit 

Chronicles 1416-17 'Therefore David did as 

(Jod commanded hifn, and they smote the 
h(»^t ot the l'hili-,lines ficiu (Jibeon even to 
(Jai&er, and the fame of David went out into 
lands, and tho Lovd hfOMhi tho foar of 
him upon all nations." 

\ing David's son, Absolom, like Solomon, 
was a ehip (^11' the old blodc Abiolom had 
his brother Anmon , slain .for a crime against 
his iiitor Tamar, and AbM>lom after following 
in the footsteps of his father was himself 
slain. And so chapter after chapter reeking 
with intrigui', sensualism, and blood portrays 
the character of David, "the man after God's 
own hoart" and more space" io given to him 
in Holy Writ than any other Bible celebrity. 
David liad seven brothers but it would tax 
the arithmetic to tell hcjw many wives and 
children he had, and how many murders ho 
oommittod. David's mother's* name is not 
mentioned, as he was such a favorite with 
the Ix)rd perhaps he was like Melehisadek, 
he managed to get born without a mother. 
If ever a man waded through slaughter to 
a thioM David was that man, and sad to ro« 
hi4o H ii rtooKdid thai tho Lord wadod with 



Napoleon is credited with having said: 
"^Vhat makes me think that there can be 
no Cod who metes out punishment, is that 
good iM>ople are so often unhappy and rascals 



Today well lived— makes ovory yoitordaj 

A dream of kappinoM, 

And ovory tonorrow a vldon of hopo. 

— Whittier.' 



A member of the Nebraska Legislature was 
speaking on some momentous (|uestion, and 
said in c<melusion: In the words of Daniel 
Webster who wrote the dictionary, '(iive me 
liberty or give me death!' " 

One of his colleagues pulled at his coat and 
whisp<>red: "Daniel Webster did nol writo t^ 
dictionary. It was Noah." 

"Noah nothing!" ropHod tho 
"Noah boiU tho ark." 
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Cbe Bladc^s Coppcspondcncc 



Another Freethinker Gone. 

ALVIN, TEX.— Plea§e stop the Blade to 
I-t'wis lliill. Court land, KaiiHjis, nnd send bill 
of aiiKMiiil due for >aiiu' and uc will sctlNv 
Father died February 10, 11)08, at the age of 
eightj-dx, Auguat 88th, wm ia hit •igiii/- 
seventh year. He died without a 8tniKff>«» 
went to sleep and passed awny. He died as 
he livi'd an Atheist. 

Please change A. B. Hall's address fn)in 
Courtland, Kabbm, to Alvin, Texas. We have 
sold out at CourtlMid and moved everything 
to thia place and have no further interaat in 
tha dry old state of Kaii8aa.-<1 H. BALL. 

Surely Wants the Blade. 

SICOl liNKV. IOWA— My nu)ther t«dd me 
a few <lays ajjo. that licr subseription to the 
Blade would «'xpin' in May and she re(|nested 
me to renew for her as she likes to read the 
Blade. Piease continue to rend each Blade 
in wrapper by itself. The reason for this re- 
(|uest is that there are several peopla living 
out in the country near here with virtually 
the same name. Part of the papers are taken 
out by the rural carriers and not returned 
and these people in the country l>eing pious 

liiUNiM fm tkt MmL 

BASALT, COLO.— Please send me particu- 
lars concerning your Scientific and Phlloso* 

phieal Oirrrsponclenee School. Also nample 
copy of the "l?lue (irass Blade.' as per your 
advertisement in "To morrow" for May. 

CHA8. H. SCHWARTZ. 



Wishes School Success. * 

MH.O, MAIN K.— I H»'nd hcn wilh cheek for 
fifty cents ($0.50), that is my indebtedness to 
you on extra copies. 1 trust you j(ot the 
•'Philistine" I mailed you. that dyin^? testi- 
mony of Fx (lovcrnor Chamberlain, of North 
Carolina was one of the most forceful state- 
manta I have read f«»r a h^nn while, a kind of 
a material set -off apiinst the last words of 
so many Christians who have a say at the 
eleventh" hour. I'll try and seni you a Mag. 
with an articlue you can comment on re 
Haeckel an»l i:«»spcls. 

1 have not made up my mind about the 
♦•School," but I ctrtaiuly hope it will suc- 
ceed. I have nu:de C.<M>U>}ry a study for WUMJ 
years, an<l its a ;:ood thin<; to know, in the 
Jjower it tjives to the non a;:reement of 
Science with theolo^ry ar;zu»nents. Uut where 
you can, let pupils know the synonims of 
certain scientific terma. As Arohaaaa, ia oftan 
ealled logio an another bmm aothlif la 
man aoBfuaing to » pupil Uuui iUa. 

Wll OOOPIR. 



Mtm U Fvtm Uf % 

BARTOW. FT-A. -I have been a subscriber 
for flfti'cn years «»r more to the Hlue Crass 
Blade and while 1 enjoyed reading it very 
inueh I have not been entirely in aympathy 
with It. I Uka the writing of W. B. Wilaon 
and Hra. Bmurj, and Um •fforta to daatroT 
ilMology. aaptnllticNi nnd IgnoiMMt, tel 1 



cannot accept the Materialistic idea for I 
believe in life after so-called death. I am and 
have been a spiritualis. for the last twenty 
years. The continuity of life to me ia a 
pro\(-n fact, and no ar^iment can rsnMyrt H. 
It is u <|uestion of investigation. 

L. N. CRIOLER. 



Another School Applicant. 



(J HAY, N. C— Having just noticed your ad- 
vertisement in oeeular Thoaght, and being 

interested, you will please send further par- 
ticulars, etc.. of the Scientific and philosophi- 
cal Corrcspdndeuce Sch(»ol. Also pleast- >end 
a sample copy and terms of the Blue (jrass 
~ - -LKAkoBR WOOmS. 



1 rn SN IIJ.K. FA.— I have not received any 
lUade since the lifth of April. I don't wish 
to miss any. Our mail carrier '•ays (here are 
two Blades in tlie otlice. but not my name. 
He said I was the only one lie had on his 
route. It looks suspicious. Please send 
papar, will aand itmpn.— O. CL OUILIX 



From a Willing Heart 



NFN ADA, MO.— Pardon my delay. I am 
just able to sit up after a long illness. Send 
$!..')() for subscription, 10 cents for Mrs. 
Henry's nilde lievision and 15 cents to send 
samples of the Blade to a few neighbors. I 
like the lUade just line since you chan^'cd its 
form and hope you will be able to continue 
the portraits. I am so <;lad the old writers 
havo come back a^'ain; n<d)le Mrs. Henry, 
convincin;; Dr. HowN's. straifjht to the point 
Mrs. Clos/. and all the others. I think your 
C»irrespondenc»' School will be a ^jrand thin<;. 
Am tempted to enter it myself only I am 
a very Imsy woman <ir will be if 1 ever j;et 
able to work. Live on a farm and have 
three little children. Send samples to names 
•ndoaadv— J061PHINS IC GIST. 



Wanti to Know. 



RCDK. N. DAK.— 1 see by the Ingersoll 
Beactm that you will start a Correspondence 
School about duly 1st. 1 should like to get 
further information a.«* to the amount of 
time a student will have to spend in study; 
how much pre\ ious instruction rei|uiredf and 
the amount of experimental work raqoiftd Ib 
Zoology, Geology and Aatronomy. 

•N. M. QBirSHIIlf. 



A Future Life 

A CritlMl In^iiy Intt •etonlHIt Vitag 
99 tli# All#gnil BvMmmm thst Mmi^ 



A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurrec* 
tion of the Body, Re-Incamatlon, Spirltiam, 
Annihliatkm. ThMrtM of MetaphyiiolMg» 
PlMtMNDMUt of SplrltiinUim, eta 

■Y •INaUTON WATim DAVI8 



Ab oeUfo fotamo of 171 
fftrntUtpleoo Poitralt of tho antlior aad ftfl 
table of Contents, woU printed ob Cryitnl 
Book paper and neatly boond In eloth. 

"A Future Life? ia the title of a book 

just out In my opinion It takea rank 

with the best thought of the times on the 
subject. Every conceivable phase of thii 
mysterious subject ... is treated in the 
clearest scientific manner. My imprettlOL 
on reading it was. that all that is known 
on this subject up to date Is told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . .this very ex- 
ceptional book is the product of a mature 
and exceptlonally-flne analytical mind."— 
J. B. Wilaon, M. D., in the Blue Qraet 



•tvtnty-flve Centa. 
PoftpaM to Mj point wlthtn tho United 



Published by the Author at 
854 E. Lee St. Ue Angelee, CaU 



"No Beginning'' 

By William H. Maple. 
THK IDKNITY OF -000* WITH NA 

rum MMOHiinuTiDii 

The only book of lu kind In ezlatence. 
Neat cloth binding, lU pagea, two ilriktBi 
lllustratlona, 76 o«llb papir IMIii II 

oenta, postpaid. 
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Infomiation Wanted. 



EXCET-STOR, WIS— Perhaps you remember 
that about a year ago I proposed to .Tehova, 
J. C. and Co., that if they would extend my 
time ten more years in tliii world, malting 
■M dgiitx ymn old, I wmild ghrt mm thoot* 
and years off my life in the next world, bave 
waited and listened but received no answer, 
therefore lake silence for consent. So will 
give notice to mv Spiritualist friends that 
tli^7 need aot mil me up for I will sleep * 
thoiusand years as per afn'eement. I hare 
made it a practice to read the Blade then 
pass it ar<>un<l, but since the chiinj^e has be<'n 
made in the form I am filing it away for 
ftttme reference. Suppose I inclose two dol- 
Ian (12.00), for which set me ahead one 
year and the extra fifty cents for an extra 
to hand to others who I think will read it. I 
have tried to get a club of five but have not 
succeeded, but may yet. Are there any of our 
friends that can tell me where T can get music 
and words suitable for our funerals, or will 
we always have to be licholding to Ohffaliins 
to bury us?— J. S. MoKINXEY. 

Ii WiUing to Work. 

CIRCLEVTTXE , 0.— Besides aooepting the 
rrst plan for assisting the Blade I am also 

^'oing to riiak*' use (rUt mm) of the tlOrd 

and fourth plan. 

My chief purposes henceforth in being a 
subscriber to the Blade are to keep up in 
freethought news and to have a weekly copy 
to hand or else to mail to some one. I feel 
so well grounded in Atheism as to hold mj 
own against all comers without further study 
of the case except in some copies I have al- 
ready on file, and to which I have never yet 
had time to refer; so it is time wasted to 
further file away copies. Please mail one or 
to the sMloMd* 

OKAS. B. KnCBBRLT. 



Bvya a tehtlArthlp. 

FORKST CITY. IOWA.— If I were a Car- 
negie, a Rockefeller, a J. P. Morgan, or a many 
times over millionaire, I would for once make 
some of the poor, shivering,' half-starved hu- 
man beings that I had robbed glad. I would 
at least furnish them with one square meal, 
and fuel enough for one good house warming, 
before I would feel that I were fully prepared 
to soar to that lofty hay mow al>ove. 

Enclosed fine one dollar ($1.00), for which 
send the Blade to Mrs. E. A. Pickney at St. 
Paul, Minnesota, 044 Doyton Ave. I will 
ftlio pay for a course in the Correspondence 
Sehool to l>e sent to me or some friead. If 
jou see fit to run in the few lines eneloMd 
do so and if you haTen*t the room throw Umbi 
fai the waste basket and I will lot fad la 
llM kail cffHMled. With kind regarda for ym 
tmi yownM-& A. PIKCKNElt. 

TW W&f U it TMifi. 

mBNNTSON, O.— On Sunday April 26th, E. 
M. 808, the subscriber was sixty years of age 
and in honor of the occasion I invited thirteen 
of the old guards, all staunch Freethinkers, 
to take dinner with me, well they came and 
several others as well. The old veteran, Sam- 
uel Toomey, headed the gang and they made 
things lively until dinner was announced at 
OM o'dock and then my wife and daughter 
found out to the entire satisfaction that. 
Freethinkers can eat as wall as talk} A. 0. 
Aarragon. an old irttanm of tka war, 
Mtt tkil, Ha MtM tit 9Mmm U itfir 



water" whereupon he was informed that, it 
vas eontrary to the rules of the domldle to 

serve liquors on Sunday but that, In at 
as the sky pilots served wine to tht laHllhU 
on Sunday we would also have a Utilt "lof 
our stomachs' sake" and we did. 

Wa had OM CMatlaa with as but It was 
remarked that, he dkl not try to interest ns 
in real estate beyond the skies. 

After dinner. Narragon. sai<l "lie felt some- 
what inspired, did not know whether it was 
twelve year old juloe of the vine or the good 
looking fellows in the circle" so he talked 
freely and without price, fiuss Parr led in a 
few well directed and appreciated stories. 
John S. Bowser, said "A Materialist is the 
happiest man In the world as he has no Hell 
to steer around** H. H. Kail, recited "How the 
woman tried to pull the wool over St. Peter's 
eyes; then Kotlie hn»<rh((l. I'm n<»t goinjr to 
tell you what every one said hut, Toomey 
said some nice things and among these and 
in particular, that, *'he was the oldest one 
present and by the rules of nature he ought 
to die first and he wanted all the ?'reet hinkers 
to !>e present and say a few true words over 
his remains and that, he did not want any 
sky pilot hocus pocus nonsense at all. Jessie 
l».* White, said the condition of the times 
ilemanded that every man should give dose 
attention to industrialism. Well we sepa< 
rated but before doing so Ben Baldwin \8aid 
Dr. Osier, must have been mistaken about 
the sixty year age limit as there were several 
present over that age and not Nady to ha 
Oslerlsed by a long shot. 

Wattf yon fellows all come and take dinner 
Witti AM whea I leadl the lOO year milestone. 

n. O. ROBERTS. 

Overcome Orthodoxy. 

WTLLTAMPORT, PA.— Enclosed postoffiee 
order for three dollars ($.3.00), for which pays 
up till hine U>08, as per attached bill. Not 
remitting sooner was a case of putting off 
QBtU aaother ttasa. I wish yon siMOiM hi 
your work hut T am more interested In the 
co-operative commonwealth. T must admit 
though, that the Christian religion will have 
to be overcome before we have the universal 
brotlMrhood of auui. Yat aiany agnostics be* 
llfva te the old systam of eompetition. 

J. J. KING. 



Promises Another Club. 



TIJSCON, ARTZ.— Find enclosed order for 
eight dollars and seventy cents ($8.70), 
for which send me "I^st Words on Evolution 
$1.10. Marriage and Divorce, 25 cents, Age of 
Reason, 26 cents; The Virgin Mary 10 cents; 
and the Old Reliable one year to J. E. Gar- 
rett, R. F. D., I^thatchie, Ala.; for fifty 
cents as per your proposition of renewal and 
kaep the I will promise to get you 

aBoilMr dub of live later during the year. 
Owhig to the fact that I have given away 
all of my Blades from the time of the new 
form, can't you start me back with the first 
issue under your new form right on up to 
the present. I have given these twmy aa sam- 
ples of your many good thoughts ana T should 
like to have them all and have them bound 
at the end of the year. I should appreciate 
this very much. You have a great paper and 
I tldak of yon aa truly a good man and be- 
ing so liberal T ean hardly see how you have 
let the most wonderful movement "Social- 
ism" pass you without grasping it and seeing 
in it the natural evolution of society. You 
aia too good a man not to be % Socialist and 
Bro. Buhet Is too much of a reasoner not to 
kMW that an ftUiloa Ii oirij aa ifftet and 
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A Magazine of inspiration. 
91 Per Annum Single Copies 10 Cents. 

Subscribers will be given a choice of 
any ot the followiDg four books: 
Concentration: the Road to Succeaa 

Paper cover, new edition, 128 ptgaa, 

initial illumlnatioD and i>ewed baek. 

By Henry Harrlaon Browo, Mltor of 

Now. 
The Celestial Life 

Paper cover, 144 pages, new type. 

initial ummtratton and aawa4 baek. 

By Fradarle W. Bury, 
•prlft Poetry 

LanflMratta oovar. Its kogaa, ookired 

plataa, Initial lltamlnntlon an 

iNMk. By Norrli O. Bprtfg. LL. D. 

Addraii all ordara 



Fapar ooYor, M paiaa, Initial llhimlaa- 
tion, atwad baek. By Obartaa L. 



THB BALANCB PUBLISHING CO^ 
1744*4t OalHanila tip Deavtr, Colo. U.S. A. 

FOR THINKUB WHO IHINK 

Tooomw Hafatzbic 

la tbe only yabUeatUm In the world tbal 
daala with all hnman problama from tke 
imparaoBal Vtowpolnt. 

It la pnbllibed aipraaaly f rhoae whe 
wlah to tea how their own cherlahed ba« 
lleCto tad aaerad notlena appear la tte 
nude, btrtpped o( all faelal bias and pr^la*' 
dioe. 

By readlat this masaslne yo« win learn 
to drdw sU your eoa ela a to n i Sroai fnnda- 
Btal prMples, L s^ yoa wOl Warn ta 



toPBOIAL-We wttl 
trial aabeerlptte fer flftean eenta It m 
are not already a ssbaerlber. The regalar 
priee of TO-Morrow Is ten eents per oopy 
or 91.00 per yesr. This ofltoe sMy be 
withdrswn at any ttane, ao yon bed better 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLiSHINQ CO., 
Hyde Parle, Chicago, Hi. 

BE SURE TO READ THIS. 
WANTED— FREETHINKERS. 



Two Printers and an Apprentice. 

Two Shoemakers. 

One Vegetable Gardener. 

A good home, good health and compen- 
sation In proportion to service, to Free- 
thinkers of say age who esa work In sbord 
lluea. 

TO MORROW PUBLiSHINQ COMPANY. 
1SS>141 E. Seth St, Chicago, IIU 
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that to remove the cause and you have the 
effect. A system that inakcH millionaires and 
beggars also maki's relijfioiis hypocrites, "The 
•ystem" niakcs n-li^/ion and religion lends its 
support to the "system." Now let's join the 
Socialist in breaking down tUt danuuible 
gystem.— S. J. fJARRETT. 

An Oklahoma Friend. 

JAMKS, OKU\.— I have l.een Ihinkinf? T 
would write the Blade for s»»nietinie but I 
thought by waiting 1 would be able to make, 
a remittance. It seems as though I have 
a hard bush in this western country to keep 
the wolf from the door. This country is 
new. It is the western part of the Cherokee 
Strip that was open for settlement twelve 
years ago or more, and that was eold mean 
land, but now a good, new country. It was 
Beaver county, but statehood in Oklahoma 
law caused three coimties to be made out 
of it. It lays between the foot of the Texas 
plains and Kansas, the panhin<lle of Okla- 
homa. Tt is full of biL'«'ts jiiil hypocriti. 
Very few Freethinkers in this rielirhborhood* 
but T pass the Blade to thtin ami ask them 
to read it. Many say they cuinnt believe 
with me and the Blade, but are free to 
state the IMade have some of the ]»est writers 
they ever read after. T will come «ome day 
with my balance. The Blade in its new dress 
is fine. T want you to send a sample copy to 
Rev. Wadkins of .Tames, Oklahoma, he says 
the greatest Infidel, Bob TnfrersoU was con- 
VWttd to liHgta before his death. 

J. V. THORNTON. 



From An Indiana Veteran. 

NOBT.ERVnJ.ff. im— riear oM Blade. 
The only plea T h u-e t "» niakn fir ! cinvr vo 
far in arrears to the "Blade" is jtist m little 
carelessness, but find enclosed postal order 
for amount due, (.$4.30), for which vou will 
please move up my tab. Brother T will soon 
be eighty years old, and T was tauuht in my 
youth to believe that the Bible tntvht the 
doetrine of endless hell t«)rment to all unbe- 
lievers, and I believed it iintil T read nn 
oral debate between Erastiis Afanford Fniver- 
salist of rhieaffo. and elder Ben Frsnklin of 
Afilton and, when I became a UnivemHlt, 
and advocated that doetrine until T was in- 
dticed to subscribe for the fFrer>thoti</ht 
Matja/ine, of rhicauo). and T stayed with it 
until it died and 1 exp<'ct to stay with the 
old Blade till one or the other of us meet the 
same fate. T am verv mtieh interested in 
the articles of Dr. J. B. WiKon Dr T. .T. 
Bowles, and Mrs. .Tosephine K. Henrv and 
would like very much to hear from them a 
IHtlt otMiMr.r-^. W. BOONE. 



StTTvPHITl SPHTNCS. TFX AS.— Fnclo«ed 
find forty cents, (stamps), for which please 
•end me Paine's "Age of Reason," and "Com- 
mon Sense/' paper ooven. If I was a ymmg 
man, I would like to take the eonrse of In- 
struetion. as I am sixty-thre«^ vears of age. 
and a farmer, T have little spare time. 1 have 
to work to siipport my family. T have been 
invest i(/ating. and searddiiir for the Inith, 
for the past eight years, and feel that T have 
now found it. 

I have failed to get any subseribers to the 
Blade, but will keep on trying. May you be 
Mi mo^ntMj, fONMN plMMftillj, «m jow 



prosperous in the good work, and be the 
meant of leading many good men out of the 
darkoMa of superstition is the with of your 
friend, H. H. TARTER. 



A Oo«d Suggestion. 

NEWARK, N. J.— BeUeving that I am not 

the only one, who likes to frame between 

two glasses, the front page pictures, of the 
I'iiie ( ra^s Hlade, with the hi'wl bio^^raphie.s 
of those daring lighters, who tear otf the 
muHkM of present generation, su that the fu- 
ture iKM ples, nuiy not be blinde I to the falsity 
of the belief, in the niithical .lehovah and 
bi< oflsprinif. liamled down by 1 lie pagans of 
the pa>t, I would suggest, that \our paper be 
rolletl up, for mailing purposes, instead of 
folded, as they are in the latter process, 
created twice spoiling the pictures, and some 
time are torn. In-eause of the ghie of the 
wrapper, .-.ticking fast. 

Being .le,ii:ht"d with the gn'at improvement 
in, iuiil tiie Iteaunful appear.inee of the Blue 
(Iniss Blade, and wishiie,' you success in jrou» 
humane effort t«> enlighten the blinded, I re- 
main thankfully youru. X. BKRNE. 



Card of Thanks. 

To --"-ter r.li\en for striking' the elmrds of 
Cooperation!" Yes. Co-operate! Co-ope- 
rate! It is our only hope. Down with per- 
sonal ( got ism and self emulation for the sake 
of truth, our onlv "saviour." down with the 
traitor, draft antl up with the flai; I'f Science? 

We will do our best too. to "bring young 
people" and—with our "Infant ( lass" we will 
do our best to bring forward th» timbers for 
the true foundati<m for social ptirity among 
the Vf.uth after the niale, and the bright, 
keen blade of truth has hewn d<.wn the rot- 
ting timbers of ths false foundation. 

Here's sueoess to us! brothers, sisters, oh — 
let US lift together, T>»t us co-operate in pre- 
dentin!.' the truth for s,.e! Do not the ex- 
|tloit«'rs co-operate to pre-ent th' false? Does 
not the Pope, of late congratulate on the 
L'rowth of l*oi)erv in America? We can down 
Poperv if we will. The beautiful truth from 
the lips of the diOd win down it. Lst «• eo- 
operate! 

Gessner. Blaekford, Fhilbrfek; oAeial boafd, 
Los Angeles Looal Motherlovo Soeiity. 



WosAtrfnlly Improvti. 

OWKNTON, KY.— -T enclose money order 
for three dollars (JIQ.OO). please give J. L. 
Sl-uann and ATike Brock an extension of tiine 
for the niade for another twelve months. T 
tried faithfully to get a few new subscribers 
to send with oar Ibt but failed. Too many 
churches here to fool the people to get them 
to subscribe for a Freetht.tn'ht paper. They 
will get their eyes open after ti.ev are "bom 
again." The Blade has been wonderfully im- 
proved and I appfaetate ymir effort 

.T. L. nijocmi. 



Take theology with a pinch of salt; 
metaphysics with a grain of mustard and 
supematuralism with paris green. Study 

physi<'s as often as convenient, and practice 
iiygiene for both mind and body. 

l.et physitdogy. chemistry and geology have 
fair play. 

Listen to the story of botany, zoolog\', 
mythology and anthropology: disprove the 
laws of gravity and astronomy if you can. 

Hut keep your feet on the earth, your head 
ia the ftiri walli «prifhlly, hrsaOi^ dMply, 



observation freely, sleep sweetly aad do JOn 
own thinking like a man. 

The Wage Slave. 

(iet your uaFiie on the roster of the Corre- 
spoinlence School so as to be sure and begin 
with the elementary lessons. September 1 
is tha day of opening. 

The popularity of the I'lade is well attested 
by the numerous letters that appear in our 
correspondenot columns. 

l]\ery man and wonuin won from orthodoxy 
makes another worker in the great army of 
humaaitariaat. 



Jaundice is too frequently mistaken for a 
religious nature and a long face for extreme 
piety. 

5 5 ■ r= - :T: ■ , = :::=:::=.=. = . = :i r:=:=:=::=f=:=r a» 

Tie H^'$ Press 

Fsaflass la its adrosMf of f^attlMi||il 
aad Bsfom. 

PnbHshsd weakly at 111 BfaM UkuA Am, 
, Chisago, m. 

J. B. L«Aa PnhUditr. 

Official paper of the Materialist Association. 

Subscription, 50 Cents a Year, 
la CaaadA, or Foreign Countries, $1.00 a Y«ar. 



Ingersoll Beacon 

A Spicy Frosthought Monthly at flJS ^ 
year. 10 cents a number. 
Edited by William H. Maple. 
Devoted to Science, Free Thought and the 
Gospel of Roason and Goou Cheer, in con- 
trast with the "foolish forms and crtngins 
faltha^ of theology. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW. 
Good things In every number. 
INQERSOLL BEACON CO., 

li LA tALLB ST., ONIOAM 



Marriage and Divorce 
JISB1ME I. NEMT 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 
TiMEMBSt Of OOPIMI of thtt ,ip-t»SSlS 

pamphl«t f BOW la elfealallQE Is lis 
Unttod Etaloo hi4 ISEiEBd. It trasli to 
fovolblo stylo of tiM wmH Ib^oHseI fiiS- 
lorn Soiosi mo AtfftosB poojio. II MM 
bo road by SotS BBurrM sbS MbsK hf si 
BMB SBi woEiiB whs Siiirs SlMSlli 
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KATE 0SA88 BLADB 



Secular Thought 



17ie First and Only Complete Edition of 5 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS 

! 



vubtished in English hMsfiuiBem amptekd hy the 

CRAFTSMEN OF fHE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

New transUUoitt by WILUAM P. FLEMING. Including the Notei of TOBIAS 
SMOLLEH. fovlsed and Modernlied^ A CriUquc and Blosraphy 
by the KT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. 

MDESPREAD Interest has prevailed In the pubUcatioo of thia great amhoi;. works at It ^ 

11 nui^rks a new era in the world of l.terature. The real history of Voltaire's life and the J 
t'^^ch^aer^cJlS.^^^^ J 

ic iwc VI in»elcrMU in all if 

the admired friend of the 



wasuan&lated. 

V.-ltaireto 
dramatist, pod, essayist. 



, . tt alike M Uftoriaa. Mtc. Mtlrist, wit. phltoaoebef, 

. poet, essayist, m tfet cfcMilM 1 mtntf "^y. •l:'»!?'f^ 
Ft* forms, historical writllifs IIM lfc« TOticn of one who 



,^overr»gns of hitdiy. 
on "The Age of Louis 
•Bvironinent. 



HiitorfcMTwrlttea with auch opportunities gain in every way. Hisvolunie. 
Xrr^Ty «S oaeman beaVlfitied to Ueal the Grw>d Monarch and his 



I 

'?.?!*H«wl»He" ii the neatest masterpiece of Epic poetry •rer written and the most eloquent 

pre.enta^o?oTihio?s\deJ^^^^ £ 

Classics of France, and his Dranuu have been playeda^^ J 

The PhiloMphlcal Dictionary" U the best known of ^fSZlSftLASUSSZi!^- 1 

lucid and self-explanatory, an Ineahaustible compendium Of MBffMMM MS onier m 
lainment. He was among the first great Encyc opedisu. fclm aa 

Volta.rem as the precursor of a new c.vi i ration^ Aa HWCh CTedit nitiat bO ^ Mm aa J 

any man in all history f^r the pcrmaMtt «<«W»«k"!i i2ftf#ttS5L.ifc^ 5 




AthdmaBd faaaridwn art llie two 
polaa of a universe ot confusion and horror. 
The narrow tone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm steo in that 
path; believe in Cod and do good. 

— VoLTAiaa 



FORTY-THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES i 

SluSXx5)^lnche^-l3.034P;ge^overl60 £ 



•f which 45 vc hand colored. 



dramas in 

Uiiies, and 



Divided Into thre. -cUo«a: Hlatorkal, .6 * 

5 volumes, Poema and Easays in a voltimaa, Jngodna wy a»d^K«w^^ ^v o': ^ 

biography', containing Biographicai CriUqp« «f ydlrt w.iM ^ IIII V gl^ ^ J 

in 10 volumes. The forty-third volumo It Mi ■••••■§■§• ■•uch a • 

:_ :...U > mr^m* int^MKtintr vnllime. jf 

t, 



way that it is in itselt a most interesting volume. 



and dear, oa specially 



THE EDITION lirAV^J^S'SJ/TuSSSSaiTOE^ 

up to the stage of paffcct lon. 

THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 

\V« h^ve bound a vafT Itw of thast seta la lagUsh Basket Buckram (Red) and wliil* the 

stock ui^ iS^yiJ^ aSSwiT low terms : \r.<i the set to you ^ 

n%Kmmmtm ww ^^^m;^ fi ■■■ n ifrf If satisfrctOty. remit us I3.00 and remit the balance $57 00 ft 

in JwSSSSirSyi^^ ^^ heg these few set, are Z 

•"""^•"^ UMARY OP TUB S 



uAJfpmfm 

exhatnted the prico wOlbo edwUMsd to — ' 

WORLDS GREATEST UTHUTW ALL ONAPHQTAL HiMVli 
larie or saall, caa afford to M tklt i p il dii l t y HM. 



MASSIVE 



REMEMBER- 
THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 

SEND TODAY 



St Hubert ©uUb 
TRIloth0bop0 
AKROfi OHIO 



in fl. Mm Mi ef Art CrdtsM 
AnoM, Omo 



• tfigre. 



I 

in Red £ 



Please send me, dtarges prepaid, the complete works 
of VolUlre, In Fortv-Three (45) Vulu;nrs. lound i" 
Basket Buckram. If satisfactory, I vill remit y.j_ 
at once and f },oo per month for 19 months. If not, 
adviss you wMbln «« ' ~ 

Sirnatur9, 

Residtnc§ 



City.. 

Statt.. 
B. C. B.-ee 



A P^ftnlflilly JturiMl •# fUHlMHil Orlll* 

Ofiui U tftt 
CANADIAN MCULAII UNION AND TNB 
TORONTO •KCULAR tOOIBTV. 



J. 8p0no«r BUto. 



Pabllthcd At 186)4 QttMn 8t W«tt, To- 
ronto. Canada. Toms. %\ per annvm, to 
advance: ainffle oopiea, 10 centi. 

All oommunlcatloni for the Bditorlal de- 
partment should be^ addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "S*-cular Thought," 
18r)>4 Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M* BLLia, Proprietor and FaUlalMr, 
Secular TbDOght, 

185H Q«o«i St. Weat, 

Toronto, Can. 



$20,000,000.00 

STOCK TO StLtCT PNOMI 



When you send me an order tor Diam- 
onds, Watcheo. Chaina, Rings, or any other 
artlcla in tha Jawalora' Ihia, all the Im- 
mense stocks of Mamlfaetiirers Importers 
and Jobbers In Ckkaflo are at my dlapoaal 
and I select for yon the latest and beet In 
market 

No Shop Keepers 

Therefore no deator who carrlea atoek 
can compete with me In prioa-yoo can 
tmat the dealgner of tbo beMrtlfol Vteo- 
thonght Badge and tha IsganoU SosfOBlar 
to aelect nieaat and bast goodg mado aad 
to asTo yos st least 80 p« east 

Daoerlbs doaaly what yon want and lot 
SM sni yos tsta aad p r i oaa also of my 
fiisoraoU Spoons, 
Uttle tract. 



Otto Wettotein, 



